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WELCOME
—

Welcome to your
Island escape
As I write, the weather is
getting better and we are all
hoping summer 2022 on the
beautiful Isle of Wight will
be one to remember for all
the right reasons.

car serviced ahead of its MOT test. Essential equipment
has been replaced and the painters have been hard at work,
we hope you’re impressed?

The Island’s wonderful attractions are all ready and waiting to
welcome you. Whether you want to meet the big cats at the
Wildheart Animal Sanctuary at Sandown, discover the Land of
Imagination at Blackgang Chine or go back in time to Queen
Victoria’s holiday home – Osborne. And there is no shortage
of pubs, restaurants and cafés for when you feel peckish.

We are proud to buy from local suppliers as part of
our commitment to sustainability. We already operate
England’s first large hybrid ferry, Victoria of Wight,
which has 20% less carbon emissions than a similar
diesel-powered ship and plan to build our next ferry as
an all-electric. We also have Electric Vehicle charging
points at our car ferry ports at Portsmouth, Lymington
and Fishbourne and on Ryde Pier and replace single-use
plastics with better alternatives whenever we can.

Spring blooms are out, thanks to the balmy weather on the
south side of the Solent. If you’re after wild flowers, you can
see primroses and cowslips on Culver and Compton Downs.
When the sun is out, the Island’s sandy beaches certainly
look inviting. I enjoy swimming in the sea all year round,
it combines healthy exercise with a bracing start to the day
and there’s nowhere nicer than the Isle of Wight, why not
give it a try?
We at Wightlink have spent much of the winter investing
in our fleet, spending £5million on maintenance work and
dry-docking for our car ferries and FastCat foot passenger
catamarans. It’s money well spent and a little like getting your

We have given many of our cafés on our ships and at our
ports a bright new look. We have even more tasty Isle of
Wight produce on sale from sandwiches and savouries
from Grace’s Bakery to refreshing Wight Crystal water
or maybe a bottle of Island ale?

Don’t forget all our ferries are spacious with outside
decks where you can enjoy plenty of fresh air and, if you
would like the flexibility to change your travel dates or
even ask for a refund, be sure to book a standard ticket.
I look forward to seeing you on board.

Chief Executive

Pause a while on the pier at Yarmouth.
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15 - 18 April – The Great Railway
Easter Hunt

A full season of
amazing events has
been planned to
entertain the entire family.
Climb aboard one of our beautifully restored
steam trains and settle back in style within one of
our carefully preserved carriages. Take in the 10
mile round trip through virtually unspoilt Isle of
Wight countryside.
Visit our award-winning Train Story Discovery
Centre where the history of the Railway comes
to life. Don’t miss the daily ﬂ ying displays at 11:40
and 13:40 provided by Haven Falconry. Explore
beautiful woodland and refuel at one of our onsite
refreshment facilities.

The Easter Bunny has visited the
Railway and left clues for little
chicks to follow. With treats
and entertainment, it’s a fun,
family day out.

30 April - 2 May – Real Ale Festival
Beer and trains! It’s the perfect
summer weekend treat. Choose from
a number of national and local brews.

14 - 15 May – Spring Gala
Marvel at the sight of four locos
in steam. Engines will change
after each round trip - travel all
day behind all four!

O P E R ATI N G DAYS
We are open most days from April to October.
Book online at iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Use our QR code
for the most up to
date info

2 - 3 July – 1940s Experience
Extraordinary times with
extraordinary people. Celebrating
Britain’s heyday with a family day
out wrapped in nostalgia.

Forthcoming Event
26 - 29 August – Island Steam Fair
A fabulous bank holiday event
packed with steam traction engines,
traditional fairground, entertainment
and so much more.
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The who, the what, the where on the Isle of Wight...

Five years of Wight Taste
In March we celebrated the fifth anniversary of our Wight
Taste cafés and shops.
The first Wight Taste shop dedicated to food and drink produced on
the Island opened on St Clare in 2017. We now have outlets on all our
car ferries plus Portsmouth, Fishbourne and Lymington ports.
Our first suppliers were Wight Crystal and Island Roasted and they
continue to supply our cafés today. We’ve also held the prestigious
Gold Wight Marque since 2018.
Food and drink produced on the Isle of Wight is of the highest quality
and our customers really appreciate the local choice and many are
buying produce from companies such as Island Ales, The Garlic Farm
and Wight Salt from our ports and ships, to take home as souvenirs.
Find out more at wightlink.co.uk/facilities/food-and-drink

WORKING TOWARDS
A GREENER FUTURE

Monkey Haven’s mission is
to provide a happy, forever
home for rescued animals and
a recent film about the primate
rescue centre has been
announced as a finalist in
the Charity Film Awards.

For more information on our environmental
commitments, visit wightlink.co.uk/green

Kids go free during
the school holidays

St Clare refit

Travelling with little ones? You can take the
kids to the Island or mainland for free during
the school holidays with Wightlink.

We are approaching the end of our refit
season for our ferries ensuring they are
ready for the busy summer ahead, think of
these as MOTs and services.
The most recent ferry to finish its refit is St Clare,
which now has a brand-new Wight Taste retail
outlet on Deck 4 that’s brighter and has more
open space. Take a look the next time you travel
with us and browse the local products on offer
from Wight Marque suppliers.
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Pop in and say hi to Monkey
Haven’s newest primates –
Taabo and Imara!
The sanctuary has just rehomed
two endangered Diana
monkeys, as well as a pair of
stunning Great Grey Owls.

Promoting sustainable tourism
across the globe, we are
delighted to be members
of Green Tourism.
Their cer tification programme
recognises the commitment of
tourism businesses which are
actively working to become
more sustainable. These worldwide awards are an
indicator of good environmentally-friendly practices.

NEW ARRIVALS
AT MONKEY
HAVEN

Under 5s always travel free with us, but when the
schools break up you can take up to two children
(aged 5–15) for free with every paying adult or
senior foot passenger day return.
Make the most of this deal throughout 2022, with
the offer covering the Easter, summer and Christmas
holidays as well as May and October half terms.
For full details and to book online visit
wightlink.co.uk/kgf

Telling the story of one man’s
dream to create and build a
first-class sanctuary, against the
odds, you can view the film and
find out more about the new
arrivals on their website.
Visit monkeyhaven.org

THE GUIDE
—

OSBORNE
Victoria and Albert’s
palace by the sea

Win a self-care
staycation worth
over £800

Book online now and save
Search ‘Osborne’

In association with The Awakening
Festival of Wellbeing and Tiny Homes
Holidays on the Isle of Wight
The air always feels a little cleaner and fresher here, making it
the perfect place for a weekend of self-care.
Wightlink has teamed up with The Awakening Festival – taking place
at Northwood House, Cowes on 24–25 September – and Tiny Homes
Holidays to offer you an Island escape that’s more than just getting
away from it all.
Relax and recharge with a weekend dedicated to self-care and a
slower pace of life by entering our competition to win a self-care
staycation right here on the Isle of Wight. Enjoy a weekend gold
ticket to The Awakening Festival for you and a friend and as well as
having access to classes throughout the weekend, you will also have a
treatment, lunch and a goodie bag plus two nights stay in a Tiny Home
cabin. Wightlink will also throw in a ferry travel voucher worth £200
to get you there and back, making this a competition not to be missed!
For your chance to win, visit wightlink.co.uk/awakening and use the
form to enter by 30 June 2022.
The Isle of Wight is the perfect place to embrace the slower pace
of life and it’s an ideal location to rejuvenate away from the busy
stresses of everyday life, so how amazing would it be to win this
ultimate wellbeing break?
This prize draw is open for entries from 8 April 2022. Entries must be received by 23:59 on
30 June 2022. For full terms and conditions visit wightlink.co.uk /awakening.

The English Heritage Trust is a charity, no. 1140351, and a company, no. 07447221, registered in England.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Coffee shop

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.30AM TO 5PM
SUNDAYS 10.30AM TO 4.30PM

(DOORS OPEN AT 10AM)
Coffee shop open daily until 4.30pm
(4pm Sundays)

WE ARE

HERE

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

Summer of ’52
2022 marks 70 years since Queen
Elizabeth II took to the throne after
receiving word of the death of her father,
King George VI, whilst holidaying in Kenya.
Now, seven decades later, Elizabeth has
become our longest-reigning monarch
(surpassing Queen Victoria’s previous
record of 64 years) and will celebrate
her Platinum Jubilee this summer.

Shanklin Seafront was as popular in 1952 as it is today, although sadly the pier suffered
significant storm damage in 1987 and was demolished in 1993. Photo: W. J. Nigh & Sons Ltd.
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SUMMER OF ’52
—

To mark the occasion, we decided to take a journey
back to the Isle of Wight of 1952 and see what a
mid-century holiday here would have had in store –
from Kodak cameras to donkey rides on the beach.
So make sure you’re sitting comfortably in that
deck chair and we’ll begin…

OPEN ALL YEAR
SHOPS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • LARGE FREE CAR PARK
10 MINUTE DRIVE FROM SHANKLIN, SANDOWN & VENTNOR
Direct Coffee Shop 01983 840426

Boarding the ferry at Fishbourne. Photo: John Hendy Collection.

To start with, catching a British Railways boat from
Portsmouth or Lymington in 1952, passengers may
have been directed up the gangplank and onto the
deck of a coal-fired paddle steamer like PS Ryde, or
if you were lucky, perhaps one of the new Scottishbuilt diesel-powered boats, such as TSMV Shanklin
(poles apart from Wightlink’s hybrid energy vessels
of today).

LARGE GIFT & FASHION SHOPS • LANDSCAPED GARDENS
STYLE INTERIORS  www.styleinteriors.co.uk

After setting sail with a puff of smoke and crossing
the Solent, your holiday accommodation awaited.
Whilst today, tourists can bed down in anything
from an eco-lodge, to a yurt, or even a shepherd’s
hut, the bombs of the Second World War had
destroyed a number of the Island’s grandest places
to stay – including the Hope Beach Hotel and the
Royal Marine in Ventnor. However, a new trend
for camping and caravanning was beginning to
take off and the new car ferries made it easier to
bring your own airstream or Bluebird camper with
you. Holiday camps sprang up at Atherfield and
Puckpool, with a caravan site opening its gates at
Whitecliff Bay and tent pegs could be hammered
into the grass at Flower’s Brook too, a tranquil
clifftop site overlooking the Channel at Ventnor.

COFFEE SHOP  Homemade Cakes & Lunches - delicious!

Caravanning really took off in the 1950s, with many choosing to pitch up
at sites such as Whitecliff Bay. Photo: Away Resorts Archive.

01983 840364 • www.theoldsmithy.com
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Now replaced by housing, locals and tourists alike used to flock to Brighstone Tea Gardens. Photo: W. J. Nigh & Sons Ltd.

Once unpacked, there was a whole island to explore,
with many of the main attractions still thriving today,
70 years on. Visitors could catch a steam train to Shanklin
to see the Chine, or motor over to Blackgang (famous at
the time for their ‘Gnome Garden’) – and 62,000 people
visited Osborne House in just one season. Holidaymakers
of the 1950s were also especially keen to see quaint rural
villages and rustic thatched cottages, so daily coach tours
did a circuit of the Island’s finest including Godshill and
Brighstone – where they made a stop for cream teas on
the lawn at Brighstone Tea Gardens, within sight of the
mediaeval church tower. Another pit-stop on these tours
was the now slightly off-the-beaten-track Winkle Street
in Calbourne – a row of historic stone cottages set beside
a gentle stream and an ancient sheep wash (a scene that
featured on many postcards at the time).

Nestled just beneath Shanklin Chine, Fisherman’s Cottage – famous for being the
‘pub on the beach’ – is vir tually unchanged. Photo: W. J. Nigh & Sons Ltd.

Back in 1952, Havenstreet Station was little more than a rural station and
not the thriving heritage attraction it is today! Photo: IWSR Archive.
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Whilst today, the Island is a renowned destination for the
discerning foodie, dining on the post-war Island was a
very different experience – characterised by restricted
menus and continued rationing. The range of cuisines
was less diverse too, although there was a much-loved
Swiss-Italian café, Beti’s, in Union Street, Ryde and
Islanders were no stranger to (Anglo-Indian) curries –
mainly cooked up by British chefs. Locals would have
to wait another decade before a truly authentic Asian
restaurant – ‘The Taj Mahal’ – would set up shop with
the arrival of the Ali family in 1962 (still running today
as Ryde Tandoori!)

ISLE OF WIGHT’S FAMOUS THEME PARK
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WHERE MAGICAL MEMORIES ARE MADE
WITH FREE UNLIMITED RETURNS FOR 7 DAYS*
Book tickets today @blackgangchine.com
*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE BLACKGANGCHINE.COM FOR DETAILS

SUMMER OF ’52
—

As the holiday drew to a close it might be time to think
about souvenirs. Glass ornaments filled with the coloured
sands of Alum Bay were a popular choice, however, care
for the environment was less of a concern back then and
visitors had even been able to climb the cliffs and dig the
sand out themselves! You could also step inside one of
the many confectioners, selling everything from toffee
and chocolate to humbugs and liquorice – but you had
to make sure you had the right sugar rationing coupons
before buying that stick of Isle of Wight Rock – or the
shopkeeper could face a fine of £240 (and a number on the
Island did!)

For more ideas on places to visit, turn to pages 56–93
or visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer

James Rayner

Blackgang Chine is the oldest amusement park in the UK, however much of the ‘chine’ (deep coastal ravine)
after which it was named, has now eroded away. Photo: W. J. Nigh & Sons Ltd.
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Visit the Island’s most historic
visitor attraction...
Explore the extraordinary.

New night time illuminations for 2022 plus live music
and events throughout the year.

Be in awe of two stunning waterfalls, lush green plants and
a variety of wildlife. Enjoy lunch on the new Jubilee Terrace
from June and visit the antiques centre.

Find us at the end of Shanklin Esplanade and
Shanklin Old Village.

Follow us on

bav

Open from 31st March until 6th November 2022
daily from 10am until late.
Keep an eye on our website and Facebook
page for the most up to date information.

Shanklin, PO37 6BW | 01983 866432 | shanklinchine.co.uk

A traditional pub nestled at the base of Shanklin Chine.
Live music, delicious food, real ales and great views
make this the place to be this summer!
Open from 18th February until 6th November 2022
where food is served all day, everyday.

Visit our ‘pub on the beach’,
Fisherman’s Cottage Inn...

Visit our website and Facebook page for
the most up to date information.

Shanklin, PO37 6BN | 01983 863882 | fishermanscottageinn.co.uk

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

You can’t leave the Island without…

#1 SOAKING UP THE SUN AT
A COASTAL PUB
It’s hard to beat an afternoon in the pub and, luckily, the
Island has an abundance to choose from. After a refreshing
walk along the beach, enjoy a pint or tuck into some fabulous
local food. Check out our ‘pick of the pubs’ on pages 34–38.

#3 SPOT TING SOME
SAILING ACTION
The Round the Island Race on 25 June is one of the largest
yacht races of its kind in the world. With 1,400 boats and
around 15,000 sailors taking part, it’s a sight to be seen.
Make sure you get yourself a good vantage point to watch
the action from!

#2 PUT TING YOUR BEST
FOOT FORWARD
Lace up your walking boots and discover the Island during
the Isle of Wight Walking Festival. Taking place 7–15 May
and with coastal and country routes to suit all abilities,
there’s no better way to see the Island.

#5 HAVING A RUCKING
GOOD TIME
If you haven’t seen Rugby Sevens before, you’re in for
a treat as 24 elite teams from as far away as Fiji, South
Africa and Nigeria descend on Ventnor on 21–22 May for
South Island Sevens. This 7-a-side version of rugby union
is fast-paced and promises non-stop action.

# 4 CATCHING FESTIVAL FE VER
Always the first major music fest in the summer calendar,
the Isle of Wight Festival returns on 16–19 June. Attracting
the biggest names in rock and pop including Lewis Capaldi,
Kasabian and Muse this year, it’s four days of great music,
arts and culture not to be missed!
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YOU C AN’T LEAVE THE ISLAND WITHOUT...
—

#7 GET TING ON YOUR BIKE
Spend some time in the saddle this spring and take part in
the Randonnee. This free to enter event on 1 May follows
the Round the Island cycle routes in a clockwise direction
and is a unique way to take in the Island’s scenery.

# 6 FEELING THE SAND BET WEEN
YOUR TOES
As the weather warms up, it’s time to hit the beach…
and surrounded by the sea, there’s plenty to choose from!
Build a sandcastle, dip a tentative toe in the water and
soak up the sun. Make the most of the Island’s coastline
with our feature on pages 44–48.

# 9 PART YING LIKE IT’ S 1952
The Isle of Wight is no stranger to royal visitors and all
across the Island we will be waving our flags for Queen
Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee. Read our feature on pages
14–18 to see how the Island has changed (or not) during
her record reign.

# 8 MAKING THE MOST OF
THE MICROCLIMATE
Enjoying more hours of sunshine than the national average,
the Isle of Wight benefits from a unique microclimate
that is perfect for plants and makes for gorgeous gardens.
Marvel at the Mediterranean planting at Mottistone
Garden or sub-tropical Ventnor Botanic Garden.

#10 RE VITALISING YOUR MIND,
BODY AND SOUL
Spend some time reconnecting with yourself at Wellbeing Vibe
on 3–5 June. Hidden away amongst the plants at Ventnor
Botanic Garden, there really is something for all – from yoga
and tai chi, to music and meditation and a delicious selection
of healthy foods and juices.

So don’t miss
out – book your
Island escape
today at
wightlink.co.uk

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Spring in to
your holiday
The Isle of Wight is waking up from its
winter hibernation and the attractions
are throwing open their doors for the
2022 season.
Whether you are visiting during the school holidays or any
other time this season, we wanted to share our top days out.
Whether you’re a history buff looking to step back in time,
a gastronome who wants to get a true taste of the Island’s
produce or after an action-packed attraction to keep the
family entertained, there truly is something for everyone.

from the birds of prey and owls from Haven Falconry and
of course a wonderful steam train ride through the Island’s
countryside. They are even said to have a carriage that
Queen Victoria herself rode in – maybe during her stay
at her summer holiday home of Osborne in East Cowes.
Now a popular attraction owned by English Heritage,
the palatial home has a distinctly Mediterranean vibe
with its yellow rendered walls and private beach.

STEP BACK IN TIME
For a special day out and a feeling as though you are
stepping back in time, the Isle of Wight Steam Railway,
Havenstreet, is a must-visit. Not just for history and
heritage lovers, the Railway has a packed calendar of
events running throughout the year that will appeal to the
whole family. Join them this Easter for their Great Railway
Easter Hunt or if you’d prefer to visit on a non-event day
there’s still much to see and do, from visiting Train Story,
an interactive museum, to watching daily flying displays

See the iconic Needles from a unique perspective on a high-speed rib ride.
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SPRING IN TO YOUR HOLIDAY
—

ADVENTURE ISL AND
Change gear and head over to Wight Karting in
Ryde. Aimed at young people and adults alike,
racing on the 520-metre track is a great family day
out and will speak to the competitive members of
your groups… who will cross the chequered flag
first? Don’t fancy racing? Don’t worry, there are
plenty of viewing platforms around the track to
watch the action. Booking is recommended.

Britain's Hottest
Garden

Put your pedal to the metal and have an action-packed day at Wight Kar ting.

From four tyres to four hooves, have you thought
about a horse riding lesson during your holiday?
With acres of rolling countryside, a network
of bridle paths and sandy beaches right on the
doorstep, a lesson at Island Riding Centre is the
perfect addition to your holiday schedule. They
also have an onsite café, children’s play area and
offer accessible horse riding facilities for riders
with mobility issues.
With 57 miles of coastline, water activities are a
must when visiting the Isle of Wight. The Needles
Pleasure Cruise couples a fun – and on some rides
– exhilarating trip with a chance to see the Island’s
most iconic natural wonder, The Needles. Choose
either the Ramblin’ Rose for a relaxed journey out
or thrill-seekers will love the high-speed rib. Trips
last 15–20 minutes and your four-legged pal is even
allowed on the ‘slow’ boat.

VENTNOR BOTANIC GARDEN

Explore | Dine | Shop
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, ALL YEAR ROUND
Offer available on our day passes
Adult: £9.50 | Child: £6.00 | Family: £25.00

£1 off your admission fee
with this advert

The Skynets at Sandham Gardens are the perfect place for the kids to
burn off some excess energy.

Use by - 30/09/22

www.botanic.co.uk
Undercliff Drive, Ventnor, Isle of Wight, PO38 1UL
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Step back in time at the Isle of Wight Steam Railway.

GET A TASTE OF THE WIGHT
We really do embrace food metres over food miles here on
the Island. With acres of countryside set aside for crops
and grazing herds alongside miles of coastline offering
fruit de mer, there’s a bountiful choice of local produce all
year round. A visit here would not be complete without
popping to the Garlic Farm. Dine in the onsite restaurant
to tuck in to dishes dedicated to this pungent bulb, from
their renowned breakfast to the quirky (but tasty) black
garlic ice cream. Once you’ve eaten your fill wander
around the countryside walk and take in the surroundings
of Newchurch village.

MOST IN STAGR AM MAB LE LOC ATION S:
• The Needles
• St Catherine’s Oratory, Chale
(known locally as the Pepperpot)
• Steephill Cove, near Ventnor
• Your ferry ride over to the Isle of Wight!

FAMILY FRIENDLY
If you have little ones in tow and are looking for places to
keep them entertained, Sandham Gardens in Sandown
has everything you need to help them burn some excess
energy. Just metres from the beach they can challenge
themselves on mighty climbing frames, nets and slides,
crazy golf, a skate park and go-karts. The Island is also
home to the UK’s oldest theme park, Blackgang Chine.
A land of imagination, it is home to a whole host of fun
themed areas, from underwater to fairy, dinosaurs to
cowboys. It’s a fun day out for everyone. Buy a joint ticket
and visit Robin Hill during your stay too (they also offer a
free return to the parks within 7 days).

Left: you can’t leave without trying a cream tea from Chessell Pottery.
Right: Ventnor Botanic Garden has a firework display of brightly coloured blooms.

If cream teas are calling then Chessell Pottery should be on
your ‘must-visit’ list. Their home-made scones topped with
lashings of jam and cream are so amazing the only choice
you’ll have to make is whether it’s jam or cream first.
Little ones will love painting a pot, mug or cup here too so
make an afternoon of it. Gin has seen a rise in popularity
and this fashionable drink has a special place here on the
Isle of Wight. The Isle of Wight Distillery is home to the
famous Mermaid Gin. The Mermaid Bar in Pondwell (not
far from Ryde) is the ideal place to enjoy a chilled G&T
whilst watching the stills at work and overlooking the
surrounding fields. Pick up a bottle while there and extend
your Island experience when you get back home.
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Let the kids imagination run wild at Blackgang Chine.

ESCAPE IN 88 ACRES OF NATURAL PARKLAND

CALLING ALL
ADVENTURERS!
EXPLORE TODAY!

So much to enjoy ...
Water Gardens
Treetop Walkways
Adventure Nets
Downhill Toboggan
Epic Rides & more

NEW FOR ‘22

Open Daily
from 10am
See robin-hill.com
for further info and
admission prices.

COUNTRY

PARK

Acres of Discovery

Where timeless memories are created!
with FREE unlimited returns for 7 days*
Book tickets today @robin-hill.com
*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE ROBIN-HILL.COM FOR DETAILS

SPRING IN TO YOUR HOLIDAY
—

Tuck into a whole range of locally grown garlicky goodness at the Garlic Farm in Newchurch.

WALK ON THE WILD SIDE

BACK TO NATURE

Known formerly as the Isle of Wight Zoo, The Wildheart
Animal Sanctuary in Sandown is a safe haven for tigers,
lions, primates and lemurs to name a few. During Spring
2022 the team are planning to open their pioneering
Primate Rescue Centre, a new sustainably built walkthrough that will be the first design of its kind in Europe.

The Island’s most historic, and quite possibly most pretty,
attraction is Shanklin Chine. Home to a 45-foot and 29-foot
waterfall, dozens of species of plants and flowers and
visiting wildlife, the Chine is one of mother nature’s
miracles. There are around 20 chines across the Island but
Shankin is the most impressive. Changing from a natural
wonder to a magical wonderland at night as the chine is
lit up by thousands of LED bulbs. With new features and
events running throughout the year, it’s not to be missed.

With the majority of the site being undercover, Amazon
World, near Arreton, is great for a rainy day activity.
Wander through the rainforest with birds flying overhead
or scampering through the undergrowth. As you make
your way to the nocturnal section, catch a glimpse of
armadillos, loris and sloths – it’s a unique look into the life
of animals at night. There’s more outside to discover
including an elusive ocelot and the ever-popular wallaby
walk and lemur encounter.

The Wildhear t Animal Sanctuary’s Primate Rescue Centre is due to open this
year and will be the first design of it’s kind in Europe.

Ventnor Botanic Garden on the south side of the Island
is built upon the grounds of an old Victorian TB hospital.
Due to Ventnor’s unique microclimate, there are plants
that grow here outside that won’t grow anywhere else in
the UK. Look out for the giant purple echiums, native to
the Canary Islands you will see these towering plants all
around the Garden and it feels like a firework display of
flowers that have exploded.

For more ideas on places to visit, turn to pages 56–93
or visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer
Shanklin Chine’s impressive 45-foot waterfall.

28

Marie Woodward

Celebrating the
Year of the Tiger

Get a taste
of the wild
www.wildheartanimalsanctuary.org
Yaverland Rd, Yaverland, Sandown, PO36 8QB
♥ CAFÉ & PIZZERIA ♥ CONSERVATION
NEW RESCUED SERVALS ♥ ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Amazon World’s
th
30 Anniversary
Just rolled off the ferry? Listen very carefully
and you might be able to hear growls, roars,
chirps and hoots. That’s Amazon World calling
– a unique wildlife experience where you can find
South American capybara, Asian red pandas and
African meerkats all in the same place – and one
of the Island’s top-rated attractions! What’s more,
it turns 30 this year…
Heading through the gates and into the park you might be
lucky enough to meet the Isle of Wight’s very own David
Attenborough – Amazon World’s head honcho, Derek
Curtis. He’s an expert on exotic mammals, building the
attraction from scratch with his drive and determination;
and assembling an unrivalled collection of rare and
endangered creatures – some you won’t see anywhere
else in the UK! Today, a trip around the site will bring
you face to face with everything from armadillos and
anteaters to red ruffed lemurs, many of which are
part of important conservation programmes to
help protect their species from extinction.
For Derek, the spark that really kick-started
his passion for preservation came when
he ventured over to the Amazon Basin
in the early 1990s. He saw first-hand
the true impact that deforestation
and destruction of the rainforest
were having on the wildlife
and the indigenous people
who lived there.

Derek’s passion was kicked-started after a trip to the Amazon Basin,
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He returned home with a mission: to make
people aware of how close to extinction some of
these plants and animals really were – as well as
making sure Amazon World was at the forefront
of conservation efforts. Now a slice of rainforest
has been recreated here on the Isle of Wight, with
exotic birds flying freely and rare animals such as
the South American tamandua waiting to meet the
attraction’s friendly visitors in the daily Meet the
Animal sessions.

Experience a Traditional Family
Farm on the Isle of Wight

Left: Ber t the red panda. Right: can you spot the elusive ocelots on your visit?

The pandemic gave Amazon World some muchneeded breathing space – and a chance to come
back bigger and better, just in time for its 30th
anniversary! New features for 2022 include a
museum complete with Dinosaur Dig and a
three-storey Monkey Madness soft play area
(the largest on the Island by far!). Also pencilled
in for a grand unveiling at Easter is a new Go-Kart
Safari which will drive its way through twists and
turns alongside the much-loved lemur enclosure.
There’s good news for the animals too – as behind
the scenes a state-of-the-art animal operating
theatre has been constructed, meaning that any
animals in need of some TLC can be treated by a
vet in the comfort of their own home!

DOUBLE
CREAM

SEMI SKIMMED

WHOLE
MILK

MILK

CHEDDAR
CHEESE

HALLOUMI
STYLE CHEESE

FETTER
CHEESE

Try our Award-Winning Dairy Products

DAIRY
SHOP
CAFÉ
FARM TOURS
HERITAGE CENTRE

Amazon World’s state-of-the-ar t operating theatre.

So, if you want to know your white-fronted
marmoset from your black howler monkey, have
a great day out with the family, learn something
new and support important conservation work at
the same time – then don’t forget to add Amazon
World to your next Isle of Wight itinerary.

Open 7 days a week
Find us at Briddlesford Road, Wootton PO33 4RY

For more details, visit amazonworld.co.uk

James Rayner

Call us on 01983 882885
Follow us on Twitter

and Facebook

www.briddlesford.co.uk
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Pick of the pubs:
an inn-siders guide
It’s said that the Isle of Wight has the most pubs
per square mile than any other county in the
UK. Whether this is true or not there certainly
are plenty of great pubs across our Island home.
Here’s a quick inn-siders guide (see what we did
there?) to just a handful of the best pubs around.

The Sun Inn at Hulverstone is chock-full of chocolate-box charm
and has an expansive garden with views over the Channel.
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DOG FRIENDLY
The Isle of Wight is not just the ideal holiday spot
for you and your family, but your four-legged
friend will love it here too. So much of the Island is
dog friendly and the pubs and places to eat are no
exception. The Buddle Inn, situated in the Island’s
most southerly village Niton, does not only boast
amazing sea views but is also welcoming to your
pooch pal. Whether you have muddy boots and
paws from a countryside trek or just on jaunt with
your dog, all are warmly welcomed. There’s often
a few treats on the bar too.

REAL PUBS
GREAT LOCATIONS
THE BARGEMAN’S REST • NEWPORT
THE SPYGLASS INN • VENTNOR
THE DAIRYMAN’S DAUGHTER • ARRETON BARNS
THE STEAMER INN • SHANKLIN

The Buddle Inn at Niton will have tails wagging!

Head towards Newchurch (near the famous Garlic
Farm) to a proper pub, The Pointer Inn. Famed for
tasty food, it welcomes dogs on leads either inside
the pub or in its extensive garden, complete with
undercover seating… It’s a welcome pitstop after a
countryside ramble.

FAMILY FRIENDLY
We all know when the kids are happy it makes
eating out a lot easier. So after a day out at one of
the amazing attractions across the Island, keep
the fun going during dinner time so they sleep
well when you get back to your accommodation.
The Wight Mouse, Chale, has one of the largest
beer gardens and enjoys spectacular sea views on
a sunny day.

The Wight Mouse at Chale boasts a big beer garden.

THESTEAMER.CO.UK • BARGEMANSREST.CO.UK
DAIRYMANSDAUGHTER.CO.UK • THESPYGLASS.COM
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Fisherman’s Cottage at Shanklin is situated right on the sand and the sea views are second to none!

Kids will have a whale of a time on the outdoor climbing
frames and swings and when the weather is a little less
than perfect (it occasionally happens even here) there’s an
indoor children’s entertainment area too. Their children’s
menus (yes plural) are a welcome sight, tailoring dishes to
toddlers up to pre-teens… the whole family will be happy.
Tucked away in Rookley is The Chequers Inn. Matching
great quality food, made using locally sourced ingredients,
with a childrens adventure playground. The outdoor
climbing frame is, in a word, immense, and the indoor
games room will appeal to kids of all ages… you might lose
dad in there for a while too.

Head east to Sandown where you will find the Caulkheads...
and pubs do not get more family friendly. They have an
outdoor climbing frame/pirate ship for little ones to burn
off energy on warmer days. Raining? Don’t worry the
indoor ball-pit and silent cinema will be sure to keep them
occupied. To top it off, there’s even an ice cream factory
complete with Mr Whippy machine and what feels like
hundreds and thousands (see what we did there) of toppings
to choose from!

Left: kids will love the indoor ball pit at The Caulkheads.
Right: The Fishbourne Inn is just a shor t walk from Wightlink ’s ferry por t.

BEST FOR BEER

The little ones can let off steam at The Chequers Inn adventure playground.
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Life is too short to drink bad beer, so head to The Wheatsheaf
in Yarmouth, who have their own beer tasting room
(yes, that’s right!). So if you fancy yourself as a bit of a beer
connoisseur, visit their beer tasting room with a group of
friends. You’ll have two hours for your minimum group of
four where you try six different beers. More of a gin queen,
they offer gin tasting packages too. Prices vary with each
package so there is something to fit every taste.

PICK OF THE PUBS
—

The Red Lion is the perfect pitstop after a walk or cycle along the Causeway.

The Red Lion in Freshwater is another popular ‘drinkers’
pub. Set near the River Yar and off the Causeway, it’s the
perfect pitstop after a walk from Yarmouth. With four ales
to choose from alongside cold lagers, you can either settle
inside or enjoy the spacious beer garden on sunny days.

BEER GARDENS
Seamlessly moving from best beer it has to be best beer
gardens, especially as the weather warms and The Sun
Inn, Hulverstone has to be mentioned. This quaint country
pub serves superb food and has an expansive garden that
spreads over a couple of levels, plus on a nice day you
can see out over the Channel. It’s a real spring Sunday
afternoon treat. If stunning sunsets while enjoying a
chilled glass of wine is what you are after, then you can’t go
wrong with the Woodvale in Cowes. Its vast garden looks
over the sea and it’s where you want to be to watch the
boats sail by at any time of year.

PUBS WITH ACCOMMODATION
Staying in a pub has never been better. Rooms are
beautifully furnished and they’re generally in great
locations – plus you’ll never struggle to find somewhere
to eat. The Fishbourne is literally a short walk from
Wightlink’s Fishbourne car ferry port. Stay in one of the
five en suite rooms all equipped with a flat-screen TV,
iPod dock, hairdryer and complimentary tea and coffee.
Over in Bembridge is the Birdham, previously known as
the Spinnaker and now under new management (from the
owners of much-loved pubs The White Lion, Niton and
The Chequers Inn Rookley). Boasting an impressive 14
rooms, each with en suite facilities, they range from twin,
king superior and spacious family rooms. Book a table for
Sunday lunch during your stay - you won’t be disappointed.

GRE AT SE A VIE WS
With 57 miles of coastline, you’re guaranteed to find
somewhere to dine with exquisite views. The Spyglass Inn,
Ventnor, is said to offer some of the best views from any
pub in the south of the UK. At the end of the esplanade,
it’s an ideal spot to watch the Isle of Wight’s famous Round
the Island Race (Saturday, 25 June).
Quite literally the pub on the beach, The Fisherman’s
Cottage Inn. Located at the base of Shanklin Chine, it could
not be any closer to the sand. Perfect for popping in after a
day on the beach in the summer or after a springtime stroll.

For more ideas on where to eat and drink, turn to
pages 56–93 or visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer.
Stay in spacious opulence at the Birdham in Bembridge.
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Open 9 til late
01983 867585
shanklinseafront.co.uk
PO37 6BG
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The Island’s best fun for all the family attractions
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EXCITING NEW
ALL WEATHER
ATTRACTION
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The Island’s largest
centre for arts
& crafts...

O PE N 7
DAYS A W E E K
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21

7

14

8
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5

ADMISSION &
PA R K I N G!

19

15
6

FREE

18

10

13
11

12

14 The Craft Cabin
15 Hatter & Hare

1
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16 Little Art at the Barn
17 Art at the Barn
18 Wight Classics
19 IW Glass Museum
20 Isle of Wight

Studio Glass
21 St George’s 12th

Century Church

1 Farmer Jack’s

Farm Shop
3 Creaturama
4 Cotton Candy Kids

Set in beautiful countryside at the heart of the
Island, Arreton Barns is home to a vast array
of arts and crafts studios, showcasing some
of the best in local artisans and craftspeople.
Browse independent local shops and find
interesting and unique gift ideas, or even have a
bespoke piece commissioned to take home.
There is a real historic charm at Arreton Barns. Here you
can visit the family-owned real ale pub, a 12th century
church, duck pond, traditional sweet shop and well stocked
farm shop, all on site. It’s the perfect place to spend a day
with the whole family.

5 Penny Arcade

22 Historic Carp Pond

10 Sweet Memories

23 Shipwreck Centre

Sweet Shop

24 Lavender Cottage

11 Wood’s Stained Glass

Holiday Let

6 THE DAIRYMAN’S
DAUGHTER

A key feature of Arreton
Barns, is The Dairyman’s
Daughter enjoyed by
locals and visitors alike.
Traditionally decorated with
original memorabilia, the pub
has a lovely paved courtyard
and sheltered conservatory
seating area, perfect for
enjoying a cold drink in the
summer months.

Watch the skilled artisans at work as they create unique,
yet affordable items, all of which can be bought directly
from the makers in their individual studios. They create a
wide range of handmade items from a variety of mediums
including silver, leather, glass, wood and much more.

Much of the produce used in the kitchen is sourced locally,
with the menu and daily specials board boasting a range
of home-cooked pub favourites. There are extensive
gluten free options available, plus a range of choices for
vegetarians and vegan diets. Real ales (many of which are
local) line the bar, with a great selection of fine wines and
spirits on offer too.

13

FORTUNE
LEATHERCRAFT

THE CORN
EXCHANGE

Specialising in making
and selling handcrafted
made-to-measure leather
belts, everything is made
traditionally on site. Pop
into the workshop, where
Anders, the skilled artisan,
also carries out leather
repairs and makes bespoke
leather goods to order.

Offering a wide choice
of home and interior
accessories to suit any
home. As well as interior
decorations, the Corn
Exchange is fast becoming
known among residents and
visitors alike for its fabulous
range of designer handbags,
accessories and jewellery.
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CHAD POWELL
PHOTOGR APHY
12

Focused on capturing the
fabulous night skies and
Isle of Wight landscapes,
this photography shop
and gallery contains an
abundance of gorgeous
images that show off the
very best of the Island.
With beautiful wall art and
affordable gifts, if you’re
looking for a unique souvenir,
this is the place to go.
7

THOMAS P
COCHRAN

Solid sterling silver
jewellery handmade on
the Isle of Wight... inspired
by the ocean. Come and
visit the team in their
workshop at Arreton Barns
and browse the unqiue
pieces based on nature.
Wax cast from real shells,
each piece is stamped
and hallmarked.

The Island’s largest arts
and crafts centre...
FREE parking &
admission
Open
7 days a
week

RAINBOW
KINGDOM
9

Encaustic art is the ancient
art of creating pictures
with beeswax and heated
tools. Watch an amazing
demonstration, or view the
gallery full of beautiful works.
You can purchase a full range
of supplies to try at home,
or join one of the workshops.
View the array of crystals,
fossils and pagan gifts also
available in the shop.
8

SCULPTGLASS

Over the last 20 years
Sculptglass has delighted
visitors with their stunning
array of beautiful hand
crafted glass. Free inside
and outside viewing areas
allow a close appreciation
of the glass blowing and
sculpting skills. The adjacent
gallery has something for
everyone with a diverse
range of colourful and
impressive art pieces.
Commissions are welcome.

Enjoy home cooked food, fine wines & real
ales at our family friendly freehouse pub.
Main Road, Arreton, PO30 3AA
01983 528353 | arretonbarns.co.uk

Find out more about the artisans, including
their individual contact details online
at arretonbarns.co.uk
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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The coast with
the most
With the Solent on one side and the Channel on
the other, the Isle of Wight is surrounded by water
whichever way you turn. All this sea air, lapping
waves and circling seagulls certainly adds a distinctive
character to Island life and the abundant shorelines
create opportunities you just wouldn’t get with a trip
inland – from snorkelling through seagrass to wild
swimming at dusk. So, hoist your mainsail and pack your
sea legs as we give you a quick coastal rundown of all
the things the Isle of Wight’s salty waters have to offer.

Accessible only on foot, Steephill Cove is an idyllic hideaway on a sunny day.
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HIT THE SHORE
To start with, we’d recommend dusting off your
maps and getting that compass needle spinning
again, as the Island is home to around 70 miles
of stunning coastal paths. They weave their way
across every coastal corner – and whether it’s the
sand dunes of St Helens or the crumbling cliffs of
St Lawrence, there’s sure to be some spectacular
scenery to accompany them.

WORLD RENOWNED FOSSIL COLLECTION

Culver Parade, Sandown, Isle of Wight, PO36 8QA
(01983) 404344 www.dinosaurisle.com

Set sail and drop anchor amid the turquoise waters of Seagrove Bay.

While it feels wrong to single out any specific
coastal routes, we will, and can highly
recommend the walk from Ventnor, westwards
towards Niton which makes an attractive
undulating trek, taking in the old fishing village
of Steephill en route. Alternatively, Colwell
Bay past Totland and up onto the chalky
heather-covered heights of Headon Warren is
an especially impressive path, finishing with
panoramic views of the Needles and Hurst Castle.
As the tide goes out, change course for the beach
and start scanning the sand for the jewel-like
fragments of sea glass left behind by the waves.
These colourful shards, worn smooth by the sea,
can be set into stunning rings and necklaces
by our talented local silversmiths (such as
Honeybourne Jewellery in Ventnor), and become
a truly one-of-a-kind souvenir. Alternatively,
Thomas P Cochran produce handmade silver
jewellery, inspired by the ocean, cast from shells
and sea stars.

• Working laboratory
• Interactive displays
• Extensive gift shop
• Family tickets available
• All weather attraction
open all year

2287 ETL 1/15 LF

September-June, open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-4pm
July-August, open daily 9.30am-5pm
Last admission one hour before close
For bookings visit our website or call 01983 404344

Beautiful sea glass rings created by Honeybourne Jewellery.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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The heather-covered Headon Warren offers stunning sunset views.

ROCK(POOL)ING IT

WHATE VER FLOATS YOUR BOAT

A family visit to the coast isn’t complete without packing
a bucket, spade and a net then making your way to one of
the Island’s beaches for a rock pooling adventure. Teaching
little ones the importance of maintaining marine life has
never been so important, and being able to get up close
with some sea creatures will hopefully ensure the next
generation of marine biologists.

For those looking to slip into a lifejacket, grab a pair of
oars and head for the waves – we promise you won’t be
disappointed, with more water sports than you can shake
a maritime stick at. Whether it’s canoeing, kayaking,
windsurfing or dinghy sailing – boats and boards can be
loaned from providers across the Island and expert-led
lessons are at hand for the uninitiated.
Adrenaline isn’t top of everyone’s agenda, so if you’re looking
for something more calm, relaxing and inspiring, we’ve got
just the thing. Yoga with Emma offers paddleboard yoga
sessions at sunrise or sunset on the tranquil waters of
Bembridge Harbour (yogawithemma.co.uk) or if you make
your way to Nodes Point you can saddle up and canter over
to Seagrove Bay for some horse riding on the sand.

Left: saddle up at Nodes Point and head off on hoof.
Right: why not get your rod out and have a go at catching your own supper?

Some of the best spots to search under hidden rocks in
the shallows are St Helens Duver, Culver beach as well
as Compton and Brook. Amongst the slimy seaweed
(which is interesting in its own right) you’ll find a new
world of treasures. Look out for little fish such as blennies,
bright and colourful anemones, an array of shells, snails,
whelks and if you’re lucky a crab (the golden goose of rock
pooling). Just remember to put back what you find and
leave nothing behind but your footprints on the Isle of
Wight beaches.
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The Island’s rock pools are teaming with life.

All Weather Family Fun – Open All Year

A whole day’s fun in one!

b @ScruffyJacksSportsBar
Crazy Golf like you have never
experienced before

Real ten pin bowling great
for all ages!

Licensed Bar with all sports shown,
pool, darts & drinks promos.
tel: 01983 404354

A land of fantasy & fun kids soft adventure
play. We specialise in Kids Parties. We are
open weekends & school holidays.

& if all that is not enough try...
THE DODGEMS | SNAKE SLIDE | CHILDRENS RIDES | CAFE &
BURGER BAR | PLUS ALL THE LATEST IN AMUSEMENT MACHINES
01983 404122 | SANDOWNPIER.CO.UK | find us on: xb
Find us on Sandown Esplanade — PO36 8JT

THE COAST WITH THE MOST
—

Pick up a paddle and get up close and personal with the Island’s coastline.

Finally, if you happen to see a huddle of people in long
coats down by the water’s edge, disrobing and then
marching into the sea, don’t be alarmed – they’re wild
swimmers. Taking a morning dip (as many on the Island
now do!) is proven to boost mental health, promote
circulation and reduce blood pressure – and if you don’t
fancy doing it alone there are plenty of groups you can
join (see: swimthewight.org.uk for instance)

HOOK , LINE & SINKER
For some of us, no summer is complete without a taste of
freshly fried fish or lemon drizzled crab. If you’re one of
those people, you’re in luck, as all sorts of enticing seafood
call the Island’s waters home – and you can even use your
own fishing rod to catch them.

However, if your culinary concoctions would make
Gordon Ramsay shudder, we’ve got plenty of talented
chefs that can come to the rescue – turning our local
seafood into delicious dishes worthy of an admiral. We’d
particularly recommend making a reservation with the
Smoking Lobster Group (smokinglobster.co.uk), with classy
restaurants in both Cowes and Ventnor, who incorporate
Isle of Wight seafood in their exciting pan-Asian inspired
menu. Try the whole local bass baked in garlic and ginger
with a black bean sauce, or the whole grilled lobster with
a yuzu miso garlic butter.

Sail out into Alum Bay with Wight Sapphire Fishing Charters
to sustainably fish for your own bream or mackerel, within
sight of the famous coloured sand cliffs. You can also buy
direct from the fishermen at Captain Stan’s at Bembridge or
Ventnor Haven – where the freshest catches of grey mullet,
plaice, gurnard or pollack are on ice, waiting for you to take
home and cook.

Is there anything nicer than freshly fried fish and chips?

And to all the vegans or vegetarians, don’t despair,
you don’t have to miss out! Instead, season some of our
local plant-based products with a sprinkle of Wight Salt,
harvested from the turquoise waters of Ventnor Bay –
for a taste of the sea, without the fins or scales.

For more ideas on places to visit, turn to pages 56–93
or visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer
Left: make your way to Ventnor Haven Fishery for the freshest catches.
Right: Wight Salt is harvested from Ventnor Bay’s turquoise waters.
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Summer memories
Made on the Isle of Wight
Visit acres of rolling downland, miles of dramatic
coastline, ancient woodlands, historic properties
and sandy beaches this summer. Family adventures,
fascinating history and colourful gardens await.

nationaltrust.org.uk/isleofwight

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Pitch up and
chill out

There’s plenty of space on the sand atWhitecliff Bay.

The Isle of Wight is the perfect place for
getting back to nature and exploring the great
outdoors. With stunning scenery, extra hours
of sunshine and a wealth of wildlife – you can
feel miles away, when in fact it is only a mere
couple of hours door to door. Whether you’re
sleeping under the stars in a tent, or in the
comfort of a caravan or lodge, there is no
better way of getting away from it all.
WHITECLIFF BAY HOLIDAY PARK
If you’re looking for a coastal escape with all
the comforts of home, then look no further
than Whitecliff Bay Holiday Park.
The site offers a wide range of ways to stay, from
glamping options to classic caravans and luxury lodges
including their exclusive Rockstar. Outstanding location
with direct beach access, with views of the Culver Cliffs.
Facilities like no other, including an on-site shop, indoor
and outdoor swimming pools, crazy golf and so much
more. There’s exceptional entertainment, from visiting
guest acts, live music and spectacular events… creating
memories like no other!
With so much to offer, you won’t want to leave – and with
holiday home ownership available, you won’t have to!
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Away Resorts
0330 053 7000
awayresorts.co.uk

PITCH UP AND CHILL OUT
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THE ORCHARDS HOLIDAY PARK
Set amongst the rolling countryside and with
panoramic views, The Orchards is a special
place to make memories, kick back and relax.
Whether you stay in one of the well-appointed caravans,
spacious Orchard House or bring your own tent or
motorhome, there is everything onsite that you’ll need for
a perfect holiday. There are indoor and outdoor swimming
pools to enjoy, an indoor poolside coffee shop and two
children’s play areas, as well as a launderette, showers,
toilets and food prep area for touring visitors.
Plus, with several brand new holiday homes for sale,
you can own your own slice of Island life at The Orchards!

Save money with a

Business Pass

with Wightlink

Got a building project on the
mainland? Run a hotel on the
Island? If you regularly need
to travel across the Solent for
work, Wightlink can help.

wightlink.co.uk/business

Grange Farm, Brighstone Bay, PO30 4DA
01983 740296 | grangefarmcamping.co.uk

The Orchards Holiday Park
01983 531331
orchardsholidaypark.co.uk

Come and stay at this beautiful farm on the stunning south
west coast – the perfect base for cycling, walking and fishing.
Choose from either centrally heated static caravans, camping pods
or converted barns. Family-run with unusual, friendly, farm animals.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Book direct with us and save
up to 20%* on your next
holiday on the Isle of Wight

GR ANGE FARM
If being close to the sea and coast ticks your
box, then Grange Farm is the place to pitch up.
Situated directly above Grange Chine, it’s an excellent
location for an array of watersports including kayaking,
surfing and paddleboarding plus the wider surrounding
area is ideal for cycling, fishing and fossil hunting.
Set in a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
the site is on a working farm where you can see alpacas,
pigs, goats, horses, water buffalo, sheep and chickens!
Tents and motorhomes sit alongside static caravans,
camping pods and barn conversions, plus there is a
well-equipped play park and space for football and cricket.

*subject to previously booking accommodation listed with IHH via a booking channel

island-holiday-homes.net
01983 866455
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Grange Farm Camping & Cottages
01983 740296
grangefarmcamping.co.uk

Own
your own
slice of
Island life
Nestled in 15 acres of peaceful

• Free pitch fees until 2023

countryside, you can enjoy a piece

• Owners only community (no subletting)

of Island life by owning your own

• Open for holiday use 365 days a year

holiday home at The Orchards

• Prices from £59,950

A private
retreat for
all seasons

01983 531331

orchardsholidaypark.co.uk

The Orchards Holiday Park, Newbridge, Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, PO410TS

PITCH UP AND CHILL OUT
—

SUNDAY CARVERY - EVERY SUNDAY FROM 12PM
LOCALLY SOURCED PRODUCE
HIGH QUALITY B&B ROOMS
LARGE CHILDREN'S OUTDOOR PLAY AREA

NINHAM COUNTRY HOLIDAYS

01983 840314

www.chequersinn-iow.co.uk
info@chequersinn-iow.co.uk

The Chequers Inn, Niton Rd, Rookley | PO38 3NZ

EAT - DRINK - STAY

Book your next getaway at
our deluxe Dove Court
Apartments

A family-run and award-winning holiday park,
Ninham Country Holidays is an idyllic location
for camping, touring and self-catering holidays.
Surrounded by mature woodland and rolling countryside
near Shanklin, it provides the perfect base to explore the
Island with footpaths and bridleways leading directly on and
off the site, great for a walk or family cycle.
Ideal for families, there’s an outdoor heated pool, playpark,
badminton and volleyball nets, plus nature spotting here
is a must – expect to see buzzards, woodpeckers, wild geese,
red squirrels, badgers, owls and bats! Ninham is decidedly
nature-friendly and operate a sustainable tourism policy.

These spacious one and two
bedroom deluxe apartments are
modern and stylish with
unparalleled home comforts,
providing affordable self-catering
accommodation for families and
couples.
Fully equipped kitchen, spacious living/dining areas, modern
bedrooms and bathrooms.
Own furnished balcony or terrace.
Nestled in the heart of historic Shanklin, just a short walk from the
beach and local amenities.
Book with us and get a 15% discount on your ferry travel!

07775 764246 | info@vectisholidayhomes.co.uk
Book direct at www.vectisholidayhomes.co.uk
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Ninham Country Holidays
01983 864243
ninham-holidays.co.uk
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Island
destinations

Let us take you on a journey through the
Island’s towns and villages, as our destination
guides paint a picture of the Isle of Wight,
ready for you to explore. Broken down into
North, North East, East, South, West and
Central, it is full of things to see and do...

NO RTH

NO RTH
EAS T

WES T
CENTRAL

EAS T

S O UTH

This handy guide will become your companion
for your holiday. Enjoy!
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LISTINGS KEY
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M

B&B / Guesthouse
Café / Tea room
Camping available
Dog friendly
Fine dining
Caravan site
Hotel
Pub / Bar
Rainy day activity
Restaurant
Self-catering
Shop
WiFi

Way out west – the colourful beach huts and turquoise waters around Totland Bay.

6 0 N O RTH
Including Cowes, East Cowes and Northwood, looking out
towards the busy shipping lanes of the Solent.

64 NORTH E AST
Coastal villages from Fishbourne and Wootton, around
to Ryde, Seaview and St Helens.

70 E AST
The beautiful beaches of Sandown Bay from Shanklin
through to Bembridge and including the town of Brading.

78 SOUTH
‘Back of the Wight’ following the rugged southern coastline
from Luccombe and Bonchurch to Ventnor and Niton.

82 WEST
The western peninsular running from Brighstone via
The Needles to Yarmouth and Newtown Creek.

8 8 C E NTR A L
Covering Newport and the surrounding villages of
Carisbrooke, Calbourne, Arreton, Godshill and Rookley.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Gurnard
Bay

Lymington
Thorness
Bay

Lymington to Yarmouth
car/passenger ferry
40 mins
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Amazon World p30–33
Arreton Barns p42–43
Bembridge Windmill p49
Blackgang Chine p17
Brading Roman Villa p77
Briddlesford Lodge Farm p31
Carisbrooke Castle p11
Dinosaur Isle p45
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North
The north of the Island is home to possibly
the best-known town on the Isle of Wight,
Cowes. Long associated with sailing and all
things nautical, Cowes is a hive of activity
during the summer months…
From the sailing competitions including the Round
the Island Race and Cowes Week, to the dry land
entertainment, there are a multitude of events taking
place. Many of the pubs that line the High Street have live
music playing and there are street entertainers, it’s a real
party atmosphere. A summer stroll from Cowes to the
neighbouring village of Gurnard is a must, with perfect

vantage points lining this flat and even walk. Upon arrival,
you will find Gurnard to be a pretty little village with
a couple of pubs, a post office-come-coffee shop and a
peppering of beach huts lining the esplanade.
Across the River Medina is East Cowes. Once the holiday
destination of Queen Victoria and her family, a trip to the
Island would not be complete without a tour around her
palatial holiday home, Osborne. It was built between 1845
and 1851 in a quintessential Italian Renaissance palazzo
style, with its sweeping terraces, towers and stunning
formal gardens leading down to a beautiful beach, only
accessible through the grounds.

Discover more things to do at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Pause a while and watch the boats go by on Cowes Parade.
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Beach Guide
Thorness Bay.

The Wight Military and Heritage
Museum welcomes you to enjoy the
wide range of exhibits on display
including our 1940s street scene
and military vehicles.

Best beach for some
sailing action:
COWES

Churchills Tea Room is
open daily where you can enjoy
light refreshments and a selection
of hot and cold drinks.

Cowes is the Mecca
for all things sailing.
The beach itself is
shingle and you can
often unearth some
sea glass treasures.
Watch out for passing
cruise ships and
high-octane sailing sports.

Open Monday to Saturday all year.
Check us out on wmahm.org.uk,
follow us on Facebook or call
01983 632039 for more details
W.M.A.H.M, Northwood Camp,
490 Newport Road, Cowes, PO31 8QU
wmahm.org.uk | ofﬁce@bunker.co.uk
Registered charity 1159529

Best beach for sunsets:
GURNARD
Gurnard is a great place
to catch a sunset as it
lights up the sky over
the Solent. The beach
is pebbly and good
for swimming – just
watch out for learner
dinghy sailors. There is
a café and pub, plus
public toilets, all easily
accessible from here.

Best beach to feel
like a queen:
OSBORNE

SEE IT MADE
100g free when you spend
over £15, with this voucher

19-20 Shooters Hill, Cowes
Follow us:
@Rolysfudgecowes
RolysFudgePantryCowes

H O L I S T I C M A SS AG E
THER APIST

Not just any beach,
this is Queen Victoria’s
beach. Accessed via
paid entry to Osborne,
take a stroll through the
Italianate-style gardens
or catch the shuttle bus.
Once here, you will find a
café serving up classic ice
creams and teas and coffees, plus
Queen Victoria’s bathing machine.

Find out more at
wightlink.co.uk/explorer







Relax and unwind
Intuitive healing
In your own home
Gentle touch
Fully clothed

Rowena Grace Healing
Tel: 07970 833 394
rowenagracehealing.co.uk

“Rowena is truly gifted... intuitive and perceptive” – Clare Lupton

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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ATTRACTIONS
My Funky Bags

L
This shop is a must-visit while
staying on the Island. Fashionable
bags and baskets made from
recycled water bottles and
packing straps, as well as beach
towels. Super strong and water
resistant, the bags fold up and
are brilliant for the beach,
boats, caravans and travelling.
3 Shooters Hill, Cowes,
PO31 7BE
01983 716500
myfunkybags.com

Osborne

Rowena Grace Healing

B DEI J

DI

Once Queen Victoria’s seaside
holiday home, the house was
designed by her beloved
husband, Prince Alber t. There
is so much to see, from the
royal rooms, to the magnificent
walled garden, extensive
grounds and beach where the
royal children once played.
Book online now and save.
York Avenue, East Cowes,
PO32 6JT
03703 331181
english-heritage.org.uk

Rowena Grace is a holistic
energy healer, whose intuitive
treatments bring the body into
balance to help you relax and
unwind. Let go of your cares
and worries in the comfor t
of your home or holiday
accommodation. Improve the
quality of your sleep, release
tension from your body and
reconnect with your inner self.
Fully clothed.
3a Shooters Hill, Cowes,
PO31 7BE
07970 833394
rowenagracehealing.co.uk

Roly’s Fudge Pantry

L
Originating from Devon over
30 years ago, Roly’s Fudge
uses traditional recipes to
make fresh ar tisan fudge
every day, handmade in full
view for you to see. Flavours
include classic vanilla clotted
cream, chocolate, sea salt and
rum ‘n’ raisin.
19–20 Shooters Hill, Cowes,
PO31 7BQ
01983 722792

The Wight Military
& Heritage Museum

FOOD & DRINK
Churchills

DHIJ
Enjoy a light lunch, snacks, cakes
or a cream tea at Churchills,
the in-house café at the
Wight Military and Heritage
Museum. Gluten free options
available. Entry to the museum
is not necessary to enjoy the
atmosphere at Churchills.
490 Newport Road, Cowes,
PO31 8QU
01983 632039
wmahm.org.uk

BDIM

Come and enjoy the military
exhibits including uniforms,
weapons and vehicles in
the museum halls. Relax in
Churchills, licensed in-house
tea room decorated with
memorabilia and enjoy a coffee
and a selection of light snacks.
Phone for details of vehicle
rides during 2022.
490 Newport Road, Cowes,
For more inspiration visit
PO31 8QU
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
01983 632039
Character Inns Wight Life Half Page Ads March 2022 FINAL.qxp_Layout
1 28/02/2022 12:53 Page 5
wmahm.org.uk

Situated in the heart of Yarmouth…
step back in time with low beamed
ceilings and inglenooks.

T H E K INGS HE A D
I N T H E H E ART O F YARM O U TH

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Harbour Views • Stonebaked Pizzas • Dog Friendly • Cosy Courtyard • Same Day Online Booking
Quay Street, Yarmouth, PO41 0PB
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01983 760177

characterinnsiow

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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Pick up your shopping in store
or we’ll deliver to you at home,
campsite or holiday park!
Deliveroo

Morrisons.com

You can now order from Morrisons directly
Step 1. Shop our full range online.
to your door. Check the Deliveroo app to
Step 2. Choose your slot, available every day.*
see what’s available in your area and you
could have your groceries delivered in as
Step 3. Park at the Click & Collect point
little as 30 minutes†.
and we’ll deliver to you.

Find us at:
Newport
South Street,
Newport
PO30 1JQ

Lake
Newport Road,
Sandown
PO36 9PA

Online shopping is easy at Morrisons
Groceries. Our delivery service has
convenient 1 hour delivery windows and
low prices to make the most of.

We’re open:
Monday – Saturday
7.00am – 10.00pm
Sunday
10.00am – 4.00pm

Available in majority of stores. All information & prices correct at time of printing. *Click & Collect available in selected stores. †Deliveroo delivery is available in selected stores.
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North East
The north east has everything going for it.
From the miles of golden sands that hug the
coastline, to the wildlife-rich limestone ledges
off St Helens Duver and the hustle and bustle
of the Island’s largest town, Ryde…
Here you will find miles of perfect sandy beaches coupled
with excellent entertainment. Stripey beach huts sit
alongside coastal cafés and restaurants, whilst traditional
funfairs, trampolines, a bowling alley and a boating lake
provide hours of entertainment for all the family. The town
itself is built up a hill that provides wonderful views when
looking back down towards the Solent and the pre-Victorian
pier. You will find a good range of boutique shops for that
one-off treasure, as well as plenty of places to relax with
a drink and a bite to eat.
Venturing out of Ryde you will undoubtedly stumble across
Seaview. The picturesque Edwardian coastal town has a
nostalgic charm, with regattas galore during the summer
months and the sea is busy with Mermaid boats and
kitesurfers. The beaches here are slightly quieter and have
a distinctly desert island feel.
Round the corner, before you hit the most easterly tip of
the Island you will pass through the village of St Helens,

known for its large village green that forms the centre.
On the outskirts towards Brading, Oasis is well worth
a visit. Family owned and run, this shop is a veritable
treasure trove, packed with interesting and unique items
for the home – many hand-picked in Bali. They also have
a coffee shop where the cakes are worth a visit alone!
The small parish of Fishbourne could be mistaken for not
much more than a place to get on and off the Island at
Wightlink’s ferry port, but you would be missing a trick.
It is the ideal place to start a walk to neighbouring Quarr
Abbey along a well-trodden path. Quarr Abbey was built
next to the ruins of the original abbey in 1911. There are
beautiful grounds to explore, where you will find pigs to
feed and watch as they revel in the mud. The Tea and Farm
Shop does a superb ploughman’s and stocks the abbey’s
own produce, including the refreshing Quarr Abbey Ale.
Further inland, you can step into a perfectly preserved
piece of history. The Isle of Wight Steam Railway
provides a brilliant family day out. Take the steam train
along the line from Wootton to Smallbrook Junction.
Alight at Havenstreet for a trip around the award-winning
Train Story Discovery Centre, watch engines being
renovated or stretch your legs and venture through the
Woodland Walk.

Discover more things to do at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Quarr Abbey is stunning in the early summer sun.
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Beach Guide
Priory Bay.

Best beach for sandcastles:
APPLE Y
Perfect for families, Appley
offers miles of fine, golden
sand and a long flat
promenade, perfect for
pushing a buggy or
wheelchair. When the
tide goes out, you feel
like you can walk to
Portsmouth. Along the
seafront, you will find plenty
of cafés, toilets, parking and
children’s play areas as well as
Appley Tower, a gothic folly built in the 1870s.

£5 OFF

Best beach to sit with
a G&T: SE AVIE W

Terms & conditions apply

This sandy beach is
popular with the
sailing crowd during
the warmer months,
culminating in the
Seaview Regatta in
August. The sands are
good for beach games
at low tide or just
sitting and relaxing
looking across the Solent.

Best beach for dogs:
ST HELENS
Four-legged friends are
welcome on the beach
here all year round.
It’s easily accessible for
buggies and wheelchairs
too with a flat promenade.
There are pretty painted
beach huts, a café and
toilets all close by. The beach
itself is backed by the sandy
dunes of The Duver, perfect for
the dog to have yet another walk.

Find out more at
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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ATTRACTIONS
Bellissima

L
THE ISLAND’S ONLY BIRD OF PREY CENTRE
With daily ﬂying
demonstrations and
over 24 species, it’s a
must-see attraction.
Come and meet our
wonderful collection
of owls, hawks, falcons
and vultures as well
as enjoying pets corner!

An independent unique ladies
boutique set in the hear t of
Ryde. Official stockist of Joe
Browns, Collectif and many
other brands. Also selling
par ty wear, casuals, footwear,
bags and accessories plus Joe
Browns homeware. A delightful
friendly shop!
65 Union Street, Ryde,
PO33 2LG
01983 717004
bellissimaiw.co.uk

OPEN ALL YEAR
Private experiences and
gift vouchers available

Isle of Wight
Steam Railway

DIJ
This award-winning railway
will charm, engage and
captivate, leaving you with
lasting memories. Settle back
in beautifully restored carriages
and discover an idyllic view of
the Island’s unspoilt countryside.
Visit online for special events
and to book in advance.
The Railway Station,
Havenstreet, PO33 4DS
01983 882204
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

BRAND
NEW
REPTILE
HOUSE

Isle of Wight Steam Railway: Havenstreet, Ryde, Isle of Wight PO33 4DS

01983 716556 | haven-falconry.co.uk |

10% off all items

when you present this advert

Isle of Wool

We are a family run wool and
craft shop in the centre of Ryde.
We have a large range of yarn
for every project and crafts for
every hobby. We also have a
website and post UK wide so you
can have a look at our products
before you visit us.

Isle of Wool 2 High St, Ryde, PO33 2PN
www.isleofwool.com | 01983 472062

Haven Falconry
Bird of Prey Centre

L
Tucked away in Havenstreet,
the friendly team at Haven
Falconry are dedicated and
skilled falconers who have
a passion for birds of prey.
Their ethos is education
through fun! They have a
wonderful collection of owls,
hawks, falcons, eagles and
vultures, their care and welfare
being their utmost priority.
Gift vouchers and private
experiences available.
Isle of Wight Steam Railway,
Havenstreet, PO33 4DS
01983 716556
haven-falconry.co.uk

Isle of Wool

IL
This family run wool and craft
shop in the centre of Ryde is a
real treasure trove. With a large
range of yarns and patterns for
every project and crafts for
every hobby including cross
stitch, tapestry, card making,
ar t supplies and jewellery
making, there really is
something for everyone.
Take a look at the products on
the website before you visit.
2 High Street, Ryde, PO33 2PN
01983 472062
isleofwool.com

Your favourite brands
and expert bra fitting
available from

60 Union Street, Ryde,
Isle of Wight, PO33 2LG
sugarandspicelingerie.co.uk

A walk to Appley Tower at Ryde offers superb views across the Solent.
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Oasis

Sugar & Spice

B IL

L

Looking for different, unique
and exciting home gifts and
furniture? Shop Oasis! This
large shopping emporium has
carefully chosen items from
around the world, combining
quality and design at direct
‘impor t prices’. With a myriad
of rooms and walkways to
explore all on one level, you
will be surprised with the
selection of products beautifully
displayed that have been chosen
and designed for customers.
There’s also a coffee shop and
large free car park.
Carpenters Road, Brading,
PO36 0QA
01983 613760
oasis-iow.co.uk

Sugar & Spice is an independent
lingerie company on Union
Street, Ryde, stocking good
quality branded lingerie at
reasonable prices in a wide range
of styles and sizes, that are both
practical and fashionable. All
staff are fully trained bra fitters
and offer excellent friendly and
helpful service.
60 Union Street, Ryde,
PO33 2LG
01983 614293
sugarandspicelingerie.co.uk

VISIT TH E ABBE Y
A LL Y E A R RO U N D
ABBE Y C H U RC H
Regular church services throughout the day,
all welcome. Open daily, 5.30am – 8.30pm.
Confessions available every Saturday, 10am – 11am.

The Christmas
Imaginarium

L

Quarr Abbey

BDIJL
A working Benedictine
Monastery with free entry to
the grounds so you can visit the
church, pilgrim chapel, art gallery
and monastery shop or explore
the woodland walk. Enjoy the
tea shop and the farm shop,
both of which make the most
of the abbey’s own produce.
Dogs on leads welcome.
Quarr Road, Ryde, PO33 4ES
01983 882420
quarrabbey.org

Ryde Seafront

BDHIJM
Enjoy a day of seaside fun for
all the family at Ryde! Kids will
love Peter Pan’s traditional
funfair, amusement arcade and
the trampoline park. There
is also regular live music and
enter tainment. Ice cream
parlour. Hot and cold food and
snacks available at the Beach
House or Harbour House
offers great food and drinks in
a fabulous waterfront location,
overlooking Ryde Harbour.
Esplanade, Ryde, PO33 2DY
01983 566339

The Christmas Imaginarium is
an emporium of wonder where
magic abounds. Home of the
world famous Santa Claus: The
Book of Secrets, the shop offers
an exquisite range of Christmas
curiosities and festive finery.
7 Cross Street, Ryde,
PO33 2AD
01983 566937
christmasimaginarium.com

Wight Karting

BHIM
Fun for all generations! Open all
year round and each weekday
in school holidays. Book in
advance for small groups and
individuals online ages 8–88+,
larger stag and hen groups
please call us. Young drivers can
also join in Junior Track Days.
Westridge, Brading Road,
Ryde, PO33 1QS
01983 565366
wightkarting.co.uk

For more inspiration visit
wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Q U A R R E X P LO R E R K I T S
Come and feed the pigs at Quarr. Our woodland
walks provide outdoor learning and discovery
for families and allow children to investigate the
natural world with the Quarr explorer kits.
T E A A N D FA R M S H O P
Breakfast Menu served Monday – Saturday
10am – 11.30am. Don’t miss our range of delicious
gluten free cakes, Quarr Abbey Cream Tea
and daily specials prepared by our Chef.
Farm shop selling a wide range of food and
drink from around the Island, including jams
and chutneys hand made at Quarr.
MO N A ST E RY S H O P A N D B O O K B I N D E RY
For literature, devotional items and souvenirs,
open daily. Book bindery service available for
restoration work or new works and projects.
V I S I TO R & E X H I B I T I O N C E N T R E
Interpreting the life and history of Quarr
A R T G A L L E RY
Displaying work by Island artists

O P E N I N G H O U R S : MONDAY TO SATURDAY
10.00AM - 5.00PM, SUNDAYS 11.15AM - 5.00PM

Near Ryde, on the main Newport Road,
Isle of Wight PO33 4ES | Call 01983 882420

Find out more and donate at quarrabbey.org
or shop online at shop.quarrabbey.org
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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The Fishbourne

AHJM

ACCOMMODATION
St Helens
Coastal Resort

DF K
Escape to the beautiful
St Helens Coastal Resor t on
the nor th east of the Island
and just a shor t walk from a
sandy beach. This secluded
retreat offers luxury lodge
and caravan accommodation
in a tranquil setting. When the
sun shines, you won’t be able
to resist a dip in the inviting
outdoor swimming pool!
Field Lane, St Helens,
PO33 1UX
03333 700555
ariaresorts.co.uk

The Boathouse

Choose from five newly
refurbished en suite rooms,
each room tastefully furnished
to provide for a relaxing break.
With its wonderful sea views
and idyllic setting, you will
want to come back time and
time again.
Fishbourne Lane, Fishbourne,
PO33 4EU
01983 882823
thefishbourne.co.uk

FOOD & DRINK
Oasis Coffee Shop

B
Enjoy refreshments in the
friendly coffee shop which
adjoins Oasis. Serving quality
coffees and speciality teas,
cakes, pastries and so much
more. Delicious homemade
food using only the freshest and
finest ingredients. Large free
car park.
Carpenters Road, Brading,
PO36 0QA
01983 613760
oasis-iow.co.uk

AHJM

Quarr Abbey Tea Shop

The Boathouse prides itself
on offering quality dining in
a pub environment. Recently
inspected by the AA it is
recognised as one of the
top UK bed and breakfast
establishments and also features
as a Late Rooms ‘B&B Gem’.
Springvale Road, Seaview,
PO34 5AW
01983 810616
theboathouseiow.co.uk

Visit and enjoy the tranquillity
of the popular tea shop offering
freshly made food using fresh
local produce. The farm shop
offers a variety of local Island
products, along with Quarr
Abbey’s own unique range of
produce. Dogs on leads welcome.
Quarr Road, Ryde, PO33 4ES
01983 898543
quarrabbey.org

BL

Find paradise at Seagrove Bay.
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The Boathouse

The Mermaid Bar

AHJM

HIM

The Boathouse prides itself on
offering quality dining in a pub
environment, matched with
superb ales and an extensive
wine selection. With a reputation
for using local produce, especially
fish. Winners of the 2019 ‘Good
Pub Guide Dining Pub of the
Year’ for the Isle of Wight. AA
Dining Awards 2011 to 2021.
Springvale Road, Seaview,
PO34 5AW
01983 810616
theboathouseiow.co.uk

Located in the pretty village of
Pondwell, just outside Ryde.
Discover the pub and visitor
centre. View the stills in action
and taste the Island-inspired
spirits. Visit website for seasonal
opening hours.
Pondwell Hill, Ryde, PO33 1PX
01983 613653
isleofwightdistillery.com

The Fishbourne

AHJM
The Fishbourne is situated
just along from the Wightlink
car ferry por t in Fishbourne.
Priding itself on offering quality
dining in a pub environment,
matched with superb ales and
an extensive wine selection. AA
Dining Awards 2011 to 2021.
Fishbourne Lane, Fishbourne,
PO33 4EU
01983 882823
thefishbourne.co.uk

The Old Fort Seaview

DHIJM
The Old For t is a multi-award
winning seaside pub and
restaurant. Located right on
the waters edge at Seaview,
it offers sweeping panoramic
views of the Solent. The menu
features a mix of delicious
pub classics and daily specials,
utilising fresh, local and
seasonal produce. Expect
service with a smile in a
relaxed and cosy environment!
The Esplanade, Seaview,
PO34 5HB
01983 612363
theoldfortseaview.co.uk

BellissimaIsleOfWight
bellissimaisleofwight

For more inspiration visit
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
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THE

Situated above Bembridge Ledge
where Crab and Lobster is caught
daily – as fresh as it gets!

C R A B & LOBSTER
THE INN ON BEMBRIDGE LEDGE

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Sea Views • Seafood a Speciality • Dog Friendly • Accommodation • Same Day Online Booking
32 Forelands Field Rd, Bembridge, PO35 5TR

01983 872244

characterinnsiow

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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East
The east of the Island delivers the classic
British seaside vibe in spades! Deckchairs,
ice cream cones and shops selling flags for
your sandcastle, are joined by beachside
cafés and bars, hotels with some of the best
views around and plenty of fun for all ages…
Sandown comes complete with a traditional pleasure
pier. Take a stroll out to sea and pass through a range of
entertainment in the form of amusement games, bowling
and even indoor crazy golf.
The east side boasts several of the best family attractions on
the Island. Visit the Wildheart Animal Sanctuary for a close
encounter with a tiger, lion or monkey to name but a few.
For animals of a more prehistoric nature, Dinosaur Isle is a
fun, imaginative and engaging museum – even the building
is shaped like a giant pterosaur.
For history and imagination combined, Brading Roman Villa
offers an interactive experience. Sandham Gardens provides
hours of entertainment with a dinosaur-themed adventure
golf, go-karts and plenty of ice cream to go round.

The beaches on the east coast of the Island are some of
the best in the country. In fact, Sandown Beach has been
awarded prestigious Blue Flag status. Try your hand at
watersports in Lake, search for fossils along Yaverland
beach, or enjoy a good old-fashioned lie in the sunshine
on Small Hope beach.
Sandown’s neighbouring town of Shanklin is a seaside
destination with charming style. Visit the Old Village for
thatched pubs and tea rooms and keep the kids happy with
a trip to a gorgeous traditional sweet shop. The Rock Shop
specialises in sticks of rock and old-fashioned sweets and
is sure to delight all who visit.
On the seafront, you will find a range of activities including
pitch and putt and traditional amusement arcades. You can
even take a trip down to the Esplanade in the famous cliff
lift to save your legs, or just to enjoy the views. Satisfy
hungry tummies with fish and chips enjoyed in the salt
air or a sweet treat – Toppings ice cream parlour has over
50 flavours to choose from!

Find out more at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Shanklin Old Village is chock-full of characterful thatched pubs, tea rooms and gift shops.

70

EAST
—

EAST

Beach Guide

SUNDAY CARVERY - EVERY SUNDAY FROM 12PM
LOCALLY SOURCED PRODUCE
LARGE FUNCTION AREAS
HIGH QUALITY B&B ROOMS

Yaverland.

Best beaches for little ones:
SANDOWN OR
SHANKLIN
Choose from either
beaches as both are
equally brilliant for
families. The waters here
are ideal for swimming
or paddling and there are
plenty of options to get
on the water. The golden
sands are perfect for sandcastles
and you will find all the traditional
amusements of classic seaside resorts.

01983 872840

www.thebirdhambembridge.co.uk
bookings@thebirdhambembridge.co.uk

1 Steyne Road, Bembridge | PO35 5UH

EAT - DRINK - STAY
LICENSED FOR CIVIL CEREMONIES

T KNU

CK

LE
BREWERY

P I L O T B O AT I N N

AT T H E

The best place for rock pooling
is Bembridge Ledge. Revealed
when the tide is out, this
rocky outcrop extends as
far as the slipway ramp
at Bembridge lifeboat’s
offshore boathouse.
Expect to find various
crabs (including the
famous edible Bembridge
crab), shrimps, anemones,
goby fish and brittle stars.

W I GH

Best beach for rock pooling:
BEMBRIDGE

TAP ROOM & PIZZA

COME AND VISIT THE ISLAND’S LATEST
MICROBREWERY, TAPROOM AND PIZZERIA
Established in 2021 by brothers Ed & Fergus.
We brew delicious craft, vegan beer on site and
produce some of the Island’s best pizzas.

Best beach for
a barbecue:
RED CLIFF
Red Cliff at the end
of Yaverland beach
is the one beach on
the Island where
barbecues are permitted.
When the tide is out,
it’s the perfect spot to
relax with a bite to eat,
whilst the kids play.

Wight Knuckle Brewery at the Pilot Boat Inn,
Station Road, Bembridge PO35 5NN

Find out more at
wightlink.co.uk/explorer

01983 872077 | wightknucklebrewery.com
info@wightknucklebrewery.com

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Isle of Sweets Wool
& Craft Centre

Much more than
just rock…

D IL
ATTRACTIONS
Bembridge Windmill

DI

e
Handmad
d
n
a
s
t
f
Gi
s
Hamper
Rock sweets ◆ Chocolates ◆ Handmade fudge
Homemade biscuits ◆ Sticks of rock

This picturesque, 300-year-old
windmill is one of the Island’s
best-loved landmarks and is the
only surviving windmill on the
Island. Please note: dogs are
welcome in the grounds but not
in the windmill. See online for
opening times at nationaltrust.
org.uk/bembridge-windmill
High Street, Bembridge,
PO35 5SQ
01983 873945
nationaltrust.org.uk

Over 70 years’ experience
producing some of the
10% off
most delicious and
when you
spend
over £10
creative confectionary.
with
this adv
ert
Open 7 days a week
91-93 High Street, Shanklin, PO37 6NR
1 High Street, Sandown, PO36 8LX
01983 862950 | www.therockshopiow.co.uk

Isle of Sweets
Wool and Craft Centre

Traditional sweets,
pick and mix and slushies.
Huge selection of wool from
2 ply to Super Chunky.
Buttons, patterns, ribbons
and haberdashery.

One of the finest Roman sites
in the UK. The award-winning
visitor centre and museum offers
a unique insight into Roman
life in Britain. From beautifully
preserved mosaic floors, to an
extensive collection of Roman
archaeology. Visit the on-site
licensed café and shop.
Morton Old Road, Brading,
PO36 0PH
01983 406223
bradingromanvilla.org.uk

Details on our Facebook page. | Open 9am – 4pm Monday to Saturday.
52 High Street, Shanklin PO37 6JN | 01983 638519 | onesyarnstash.com

O ffering breakfasts, light snacks,
lunches, delicious homemade specials,
sweet treats and our fabulous cakes
featuring unique flavours.
Dog friendly, wheelchair accessible
and steps leading down to the beach
50 yards away. Please look on our social
media pages for more information.

tel: 01983 866378 | 45 Littlestairs Rd, Shanklin PO37 6HS
(Adjacent to Winchester House car park)
b BlueberrysCafe | a@BlueberrysCafe | blueberrys_cafe
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L
Butchery, deli and greengrocers
offering dry aged and local
meats, fish, worldwide
groceries, local bread and
produce. Large selection of
cheeses and cured meats, plus
a deli counter full of homemade
salads, as well as pastries, cakes
and Italian coffee.
22 Regent Street, Shanklin,
PO37 7AA
01983 864245

B IL M

10% OFF

Relax and enjoy a wide variety of
great food and drink at Blueberrys Cafe
(fully licensed) with some of the
most stunning views on the Island.

It’s About Thyme

Brading Roman Villa

all items with this voucher

BLUEBERRYS CAFE

A family run business selling
traditional sweets, pick and mix,
wool, haberdashery, buttons
and patterns. Lots of yarn and
pattern bargains to be had, from
just 50p upwards. New website
now launched.
52 High Street, Shanklin,
PO37 6JN
01983 638519
onesyarnstash.com

Dinosaur Isle

IM
In a spectacular, pterosaurshaped building just over
the sea wall, this is Britain’s
first purpose-built dinosaur
attraction. It’s a unique
destination, where you walk
back through the Ice Age and
ancient oceans to 126 million
years ago. Phone or check
website for opening times.
Culver Parade, Sandown,
PO36 8QA
01983 404344
dinosaurisle.com

Lilliput Doll
& Toy Museum

D IL
One of Britain’s finest private
collections of antique dolls
and toys with more than
2,000 exhibits from 2000BC
to 1950 on display, including
antique bisque dolls, rocking
horses, teddy bears, trains,
tinplate vehicles, dolls’ houses
and many rare and usual toys.
Open 10:00–16:00 Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday (closed Monday
and Thursday). See website for
latest information.
High Street, Brading, PO36 0DJ
01983 407231
lilliputmuseum.co.uk
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Fisherman’s Wharf, Embankment Road, Bembridge, PO35 5NS

01983
874758
‘The Island’s only floating seafood café and shop’

Find yourself a spot on the golden sand at Small Hope Beach.

Sandham Gardens

Shanklin Seafront

BD

BI

Located on the nor thern side
of the town, Sandham Gardens
is the ideal place to relax and
enjoy some quality time with
friends and family. Offering a
great value day out for all ages,
with activities including Go
Kar ting and Adventure Golf.
Culver Parade, Sandown,
PO36 8AT
01983 407802
sandhamgardens.com

Rediscover the Great British
seaside on Shanklin Seafront.
Indulge yourself with traditional
seaside family fun whatever the
weather. Open daily from 9:00.
Hot and cold food is available
across a range of eateries,
serving seaside favourites.
Shanklin Esplanade, Shanklin,
PO37 6BG
01983 867585
shanklinseafront.co.uk

Sandown Pier

Shanklin Theatre

BHIJ

HI

All year round enter tainment
for the whole family. Includes
indoor golf, ten pin bowling and
indoor play area. The end of
the pier opens from Easter with
fishing available and has rides
for everyone. There is a café,
ice cream kiosk, burger bar and
spor ts bar.
Esplanade, Sandown, PO36 8JT
01983 404122
sandownpier.co.uk

Shanklin Theatre is open all
year round offering great
enter tainment from top
household names in popular
music such as Russell Watson
and Collabro. Together with
comedians including Al Murray,
Jimmy Carr and Julian Clary.
Prospect Road, Shanklin,
PO37 6AJ
01983 868000
shanklintheatre.com

Shanklin Chine

The Rock Shop

B D IL M

IL

A Site of Impor tant Nature
Conservation – this stunning
tree-lined gorge has been a
magnet for visitors since 1817.
Wander amid the natural
tranquillity until dusk then
enjoy the lights illuminating
the narrow paths, streams
and waterfalls in the evening.
Seasonal exhibitions, tea
gardens, nature and heritage
displays and antiques gift centre.
3 Chine Hill, Shanklin,
PO37 6BW
01983 866432
shanklinchine.co.uk

Specialists in rock sweets,
chocolates, handmade fudge,
biscuits, sticks of rock and all
types of sweets. No holiday
is complete without a visit to
The Rock Shop. Kids young
and old will enjoy a visit to
the Island’s largest, oldest and
best loved sweet shop.
91–93 High Street, Shanklin
Old Village, PO37 6NR
01983 862950
therockshopiow.co.uk

For more inspiration visit
wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Enjoy lunches with
the freshest finest
seafood straight
from the boat.
Try our speciality
seafood platter for
two. Fully licensed.

Visit us at: www.thebestdressedcrabintown.co.uk
Embankment Road, Bembridge, PO35 5NR

01983
872742
‘Stunning views overlooking Bembridge Harbour’

An idyllic cafe with
stunning views over
Bembridge Harbour.
We are licensed and
serve fresh crab and
lobster, ice creams
and local produce.
Beachfront location with fantastic views of the sunset

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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The Steamer Inn

~ Royal China ~

ADHIJ

16 High Street, Sandown PO36 8DE | Chinese Restaurant

A wide selection of Peking,
Cantonese & Szechaun dishes.
Fine food, cool décor,
a smart, stylish bar
& amazing authentic cuisine.
Food is all freshly prepared
by a master chef with over
25 years’ experience.
You’ll be well looked after
from the moment you
step inside the door.
Lunch: 12noon - 2.15pm
Evening: 5.30pm - 11.30pm
Open till midnight Fri & Sat
7 days a week, all year round
including Bank Holidays
Takeaway available
with delivery
5.30pm - 11pm

The Wildheart
Animal Sanctuary

BIM
The Wildheart Animal Sanctuary
was formerly known as the Isle
of Wight Zoo and is opposite
the glorious sandy beach in
Sandown Bay. The sanctuary
delivers an inspirational
experience and the friendly
atmosphere is perfect for getting
to know the rescued tigers, lions,
lynx, lemurs, meerkats, monkeys
and many other species. Enjoy
the daily talks or simply roam
the grounds yourself. With kids’
play areas and the spacious
Wildhear t Café.
Yaverland Road, Sandown,
PO36 8QB
01983 403883
wildheartanimalsanctuary.org

Tel: 01983 401128 or 402777 | www.royalchinaiow.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION

Experience

childhood magic
with Wightlink

If you’re looking to bring the
little ones to the Isle of Wight,
you can now take the kids for
free during the school holidays.

wightlink.co.uk/kgf

The Birdham

AHJM
The Birdham is a beautifully
restored Edwardian inn, set
in the heart of the chic village
of Bembridge with 14 en suite
rooms, each tastefully furnished
to provide for a relaxing break.
There are four twin rooms, two
family rooms and eight double
rooms all with king size beds. All
rooms have a flat screen TV with
DVD and Freeview, iPod docking
stations/alarm clock and tea/
coffee making facilities, all rooms
have a bath with a shower over,
premium towels and linen and
complimentary toiletries.
1 Steyne Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5UH
01983 872840
thebirdhambembridge.co.uk

The Crab & Lobster Inn

ADHIJM
Tucked away on Bembridge
Ledge with a garden overlooking
the sea, you can dine and stay
with breathtaking views. There
are five en suite rooms to
choose from and each room is
furnished to a high standard.
32 Forelands Field Road,
Bembridge, PO35 5TR
01983 872244
characterinns.co.uk
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A traditional seaside pub sitting
opposite the beautiful sandy
beach of Shanklin, offering the
ideal spot for a family break.
The Steamer Inn is a great
base for your holiday and has a
range of five en suite bed and
breakfast rooms.
Shanklin Esplanade, Shanklin,
PO37 6BS
01983 862641
thesteamer.co.uk

Vectis Holiday Homes

KM
Stylish and high quality
apartments. The Seascape is
a premium three bedroom
apartment, with a landscaped
garden and hot tub overlooking
the glorious Luccombe coastline.
There are also smart one and
two bedroom apartments at
Dove Court in historic Shanklin.
Seascape, Luccombe Road,
Shanklin, PO37 6RR
07775 764246
vectisholidayhomes.co.uk

Whitecliff Bay
Holiday Park

DF H J KL M
Perfectly situated by its own
stunning secluded beach,
Whitecliff Bay makes for the
ideal holiday base to explore
everything this beautiful Island
has to offer. This park offers
superb family facilities including
indoor and outdoor swimming
pools. Choose from a range
of self-catering options from
classic caravans to their exclusive
luxury accommodation, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy.
Hillway Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5PL
03300 537000
awayresorts.co.uk
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Welcome as our guest, to our landmark family inn.
Just a stone’s throw from Sandowns’ beaches with new
landscaped gardens and kids play area… you can expect
great food and drink, and of course, a warm welcome.

C AU L K H E A D S
FAM I LY P U B & D I N I N G

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

KIDS EAT

FOR £1

With the Character
Inns App. See website
for T&Cs.

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

UNLIMITED KIDS

ICE CREAM

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Large Gardens • 5 Minutes from Sandown Beach • Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas • Same Day Online Booking
Avenue Road, Sandown, PO36 8AY

01983 405080

characterinnsiow

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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The Birdham

AHJM

FOOD & DRINK
Blueberrys Café

BDH
Relax and savour some of the
most spectacular views on the
Isle of Wight. Fully licensed and
extremely dog-friendly, serving
delicious home-cooked food and
cakes. Located on the cliff path
between Sandown and Shanklin.
Visit Facebook, Instagram or
Twitter for fur ther information.
45 Littlestairs Road, Shanklin,
PO37 6HS
01983 866378

Fisherman’s Cottage

DHIJM
Nestled beneath Shanklin Chine
at the end of Shanklin Esplanade
the town’s original thatched pub
on the beach. Frequented by
visitors and locals alike, the pub
dates back more than 200 years
and is one of the hidden gems
of the Island.
1 Esplanade, Shanklin,
PO37 6BN
01983 863882
fishermanscottageinn.co.uk

The Best Dressed Crab

A beautifully restored Edwardian
inn, set in the heart of the chic
village of Bembridge. Relax and
enjoy quality dining in elegant
surroundings. Showcasing
the best quality produce the
Island has to offer, the menu
changes seasonally with creative
vegetarian and vegan options
available as well as a Sunday
carvery and children’s menu.
1 Steyne Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5UH
01983 872840
thebirdhambembridge.co.uk

The Bugle Inn

DHIJM
A landmark Island pub. Boasting
a fully refurbished pub and
garden with kids play area
and bouncy castle. A must if
you want great hospitality and
drinks at reasonable prices.
56–57 High Street, Brading,
PO36 0DQ
01983 407359
characterinns.co.uk

BIJ

The Caulkheads

Situated in Bembridge, preparing
the most delicious crab and
lobster direct from the fishing
boat. Enjoy dressed crab, tubs
of crab, whole crabs and lobsters,
prepared lobsters, giant crab
claws and spider crab claws.
Come and eat in this lovely
floating café and enjoy the
fantastic views of the harbour.
Embankment Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5NS
01983 874758
thebestdressedcrabintown.co.uk

The Caulkheads Family Inn,
located just off the beach in
Sandown specialises in looking
after the little ones. With large
gardens, a pirate boat, bouncy
castle and indoor ball park.
Serving homemade stone-baked
pizzas, alongside traditional
dishes and ales.
42 Avenue Road, Sandown,
PO36 8AY
01983 405080
characterinns.co.uk

DHJM

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday 10am - 4pm
(closed Monday and Thursday)

High Street, BRADING, PO36 0DJ
Tel: (01983) 407231
lilliputmuseum.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER!
10% off your entry fee
with this voucher
76

You can’t get much closer to the beach than at Fisherman’s Cottage.
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Seafood is a speciality at The Crab & Lobster Inn.

The Crab & Lobster Inn

The Steamer Inn

ADHIJM

AHJ

Tucked away on Bembridge
Ledge with a garden overlooking
the sea, you can dine with
breathtaking views. As the name
suggests, seafood is their speciality
– caught locally each day and
served fresh to your table.
32 Forelands Field Road,
Bembridge, PO35 5TR
01983 872244
characterinns.co.uk

Situated on Shanklin seafront
The Steamer Inn enjoys some
of the best views on the Island.
On warmer days, relax on
the terrace gazing out across
the English Channel or enjoy
a drink in the nautical themed
bar. Renowned for home-made
food, local live music and a
friendly welcome.
Shanklin Esplanade, Shanklin,
PO37 6BS
01983 862641
thesteamer.co.uk

The Forum Café

You’ve
got to
hand it
to the
Romans

BIM
The Romans were renowned
for their love of fine food and
feasting so there is nowhere
more perfect to eat. The Forum
Café is privy to some stunning
panoramic views over Sandown
Bay serving up a great range
of lunches, snacks, cakes and
drinks. Entry to the café is free.
Brading Roman Villa, Morton
Old Road, Brading, PO36 0EN
01983 406223
bradingromanvilla.org.uk

The Harbour View

B
The Harbour View is a licensed
café with stunning views over
Bembridge Harbour, specialising
in fresh crab and lobster and local
produce. Serving baguettes and
sandwiches, hot and cold drinks
and ice creams. The perfect
place to watch the sunset!
Embankment Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5NR
01983 872742

They chose a beautiful
place to build their villa.
Come and discover
it for yourselves.

Wight Knuckle
Brewery

HL
Established in 2021 by brothers
Ed and Fergus, Wight Knuckle
Brewery create delicious craft,
vegan beer. Visit the taproom
and brewery at the Pilot Boat
in Bembridge to sample their
modern, sustainably produced
beers and try some of the
Island’s best pizzas.
Station Road, Bembridge,
PO35 5NN
01983 872077
wightknucklebrewery.com

Our Cafe is open
with freshly baked cakes
and fantastic views across Sandown Bay.
To see our museum events and the cafe
and shop opening times please visit ...

www.bradingromanvilla.org.uk
Brading Roman Villa
Brading PO36 0PH
(For sat nav use PO36 0EN)

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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South
The southern point of the Island has
its own distinct feel, due to the unique
microclimate and the artistic heritage
that is still in full swing today…
Ventnor is a real mini-Mediterranean town, bustling with
pavement cafés, where people sit and take in the views
of the English Channel. The town has a distinct artisan
vibe, as zigzag roads with Victorian terraces lead down
to one-off shops including art galleries, vintage and
antique emporiums and jewellers. There are plenty of
independent eateries that use local produce. Being close
to the sea, seafood is, of course, a local speciality. Watch
the fishermen sail in on their boats and then pick up the
day’s catch at the shop on the harbour. Try one of the pubs
and restaurants that will be offering fresh fish as the daily
special, such as The Spyglass Inn that sits atop the sea wall.

The unique climate of the south is perhaps best
experienced with a trip to Ventnor Botanic Garden,
where you will find an unrivalled selection of subtropical
and exotic plants and flowers set in 22 acres. From the
garden, take a walk down to Steephill Cove where after
the (many) steps, you will be rewarded with a picturesque
cove and a smattering of eateries serving up the speciality
of locally-caught crab.
A visit over this side provides the perfect excuse for
a trip to the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary where
everyone is welcome, including well-behaved dogs.
Rugged beaches, steep cliffs and beautiful walks,
the south coast has it all and it’s no wonder it has
inspired a few famous names over the years, including
Charles Dickens who wrote several chapters of David
Copperfield here.

Discover more things to do at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Cover the whole Island with just a hop, skip and a jump at Ventnor!
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LUXURY B&B ROOMS
LOCAL PRODUCE AND HIGH QUALITY FOOD

SOUTH

Beach Guide

SUNDAY ROAST | FRIDAY LIVE MUSIC & STEAK NIGHT | QUIZ NIGHTS

Ventnor.

Best beach for feeling like
you’re in the Med:
VENTNOR
Most of the south
coast feels decidedly
Mediterranean thanks to
its unique microclimate
and sub-tropical plant
species. Ventnor beach,
backdropped by pavement
cafés, cliff-top houses and
winding roads can make you
think you have taken the boat to
the Amalfi Coast by accident!

01983 719402

www.whitelioniow.co.uk
pub@whitelioniow.co.uk

The White Lion, High Street, Niton | PO35 5UH

EAT - DRINK - STAY

Best beach for dogs:
STEEPHILL COVE
Dogs are permitted on the
beach here on a lead
during the day and then
given free rein after
18:00. Steephill Cove is
a true hidden gem and
could easily be mistaken
for a tropical island.
Only accessible by foot,
making it ideal for beachgoers
with dogs, as your four-legged
friends get a good walk there and back.

Best beach to have to yourself:
BINNEL BAY
Its relative inaccessibility
means that if you make
the trip to Binnel Bay,
you are usually rewarded
by having this rugged
and unspoilt beach to
yourself. You will not find
any facilities here so best
to pack a picnic and you
certainly need to be able to
walk and climb over some of
the larger rocks to get there.

Find out more at
wightlink.co.uk/explorer

HONEYBOURNE JEWELLERY

Bespoke jewellery handmade on the premises

3 Church St, Ventnor, IOW. PO38 1SW. 01983 854618

www.honeybournejewellery.com

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Honeybourne Jewellery

IL

ATTRACTIONS
Blackgang Chine

B DL M
Immerse yourself in the Land
of Imagination, where you can
become anything you want to
be. Explore a world like no other
in the UK’s oldest amusement
park; whether that’s becoming a
rootin’ tootin’ sheriff in Cowboy
Town, casting spells from your
very own castle in Fairyland or
becoming a courageous dinosaur
keeper in Restricted Area 5.
It’s the perfect place for an
action-packed family day out to
create magical family memories
that last a lifetime!
Blackgang Chine, Nr Ventnor,
PO38 2HN
01983 730330
blackgangchine.com

Honeybourne Jewellery is
an established, fully stocked
boutique with three in-house
designers creating jewellery
pieces on the premises. They
handcraft their unique, beautiful
jewellery under head jeweller
Sophie Honeybourne (MA RCA).
Working in silver, gold, vitreous
enamels, diamonds and semi
precious stones to create your
bespoke piece of jewellery.
3 Church Street, Ventnor,
PO38 1SW
01983 854618
honeybournejewellery.com

Isle of Wight
Donkey Sanctuary

B D IL
Meet over 100 donkeys and
over 20 Shetlands and ponies
in their ‘Forever Home’. Follow
the trail, meet the herds, maybe
learn something about donkeys
that you did not know! Visit the
new café, browse the shop and
maybe adopt a donkey... or two.
Free entrance and parking.
Lower Winstone Farm,
St Johns Road, Wroxall,
PO38 3AA
01983 852693
iowdonkeysanctuary.org

Mermaid Lights

Beautiful Italian Murano glass
Isle of Wight Mermaid Gin
bottles cleaned and crafted into
stunning table lights. The bottle
lights come in two colours –
turquoise and coral pink and
have a wonderful relaxing,
warm glow. Postage available
to all of the UK or delivery to
your accommodation on the
Isle of Wight.
07885 720503

ACCOMMODATION
The Spyglass Inn

AHJ
Offering characterful
accommodation in four
self-contained apar tments,
composing of double bedrooms
with en suite facilities, a lounge
and balcony/terrace all with
views overlooking Ventnor Bay.
The Esplanade, Ventnor,
PO38 1JX
01983 855338
thespyglass.com

Ventnor
Botanic Garden

The White Lion

BC D H J KL

ADHIJM

Explore 22 acres of sub-tropical
gardens, with over 6,000 species
of rare and exotic plants, shrubs
and champion trees. Visit the
Heritage Centre, plus enjoy
delicious cuisine. Look out for
kids’ activities, hidden gardens
and tours of the secret tunnel.
Undercliff Drive, Ventnor,
PO38 1UL
01983 855397
botanic.co.uk

The White Lion is an elegant
yet relaxed family and dog
friendly pub offering fantastic
fresh, tasty food along with
a great selection of real ales,
lagers, wines and spirits.
There are six luxury B&B
rooms available, allowing you
to stay, as well as dine!
High Street, Niton, PO38 2AT
01983 719402
whitelioniow.co.uk

ISLE OF WIGHT
MERMAID BOTTLE LIGHTS
Beautiful Isle of Wight Gin bottles cleaned
and crafted into stunning table lights

The
perfect
present for
anytime of
the year

1x Bottle Light £10

2x Bottle Lights £15

Postage is £5.50 and is available to all of the UK. Alternatively, delivery can
be arranged to your accommodation on the Isle of Wight

For all enquiries please contact David
mermaidlightsiw@gmail.com | +44 (0) 7885 720503
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The Wight Mouse Inn

ADHJM
The Wight Mouse Inn is a great
base to stay and explore along
the southern stretch of the
Island. Food served all day. Large
garden and outdoor play area.
Perfect for walkers, cyclists and
families alike.
Church Place, Chale, PO38 2HA
01983 730431
wightmouse.co.uk

FOOD & DRINK
edulis Restaurant

HIJ

The Buddle Inn

DHIJM
Winner of the Sunday Telegraph’s
‘Top 10 UK Gardens with a Sea
View’. Commonly known as one
of the Island’s most popular and
historic inns, The Buddle Inn is
renowned for serving great food
and great beer alike.
St Catherines Road, Niton,
PO38 2NE
01983 730243
characterinns.co.uk

The Met

The Plantation
Room Café

The White Lion

B
Open daily from 10:00. Located
on the top level of the Garden,
this cosy café has a sheltered
outdoor terrace which overlooks
the historical Palm Garden. Free
parking. A wonderful retreat
for customers looking for a hot
drink and catch up with friends.
Ventnor Botanic Garden,
Undercliff Drive, Ventnor,
PO38 1UL
01983 855397
botanic.co.uk

Situated in the Island’s most
southerly village of Niton,
The White Lion is offering a
brand new menu along with
a great selection of real ales,
lagers, wines and spirits.
There is a quaint beer garden
where you can enjoy a relaxed
afternoon or evening drink. Six
B&B rooms are also available.
High Street, Niton,
PO38 2AT
01983 719402
whitelioniow.co.uk

The Spyglass Inn

The Wight Mouse Inn

ADHIJ

ADHJM

This world-renowned inn, sits
right above the sea on Ventnor
Esplanade. The location is
second to none, with panoramic
views across the English Channel
and Ventnor Bay. Known for
warm welcome, locally sourced
seafood and quirky interior.
The Esplanade, Ventnor,
PO38 1JX
01983 855338
thespyglass.com

A family run freehouse enjoying
spectacular views out to the
Needles, Tennyson Down and
beyond on the south coast of
the Island. Enjoy home-cooked
food and local ales. A large south
facing garden – with a childrens
outdoor play area. Live music
twice weekly.
Church Place, Chale, PO38 2HA
01983 730431
wightmouse.co.uk

ADHIJM

BDHJ
edulis means edible in Latin.
The relaxing space boasts huge
Opening in April 2022, under
picture windows that bring
new management. Set right
the lovely surroundings of the
on the seafront on Ventnor
Mediterranean garden and
Esplanade. Serving fresh
fountain cour t inside. The chefs
coffee, tasty tapas and fine
work their magic creating ultrawines, enjoy the distinct
fresh cuisine sourced locally and
Mediterranean feel and soak up
picked fresh from the garden.
the sunshine in this natural sun
trap. The perfect hot-spot for
Ventnor Botanic Garden,
whiling away an afternoon.
Undercliff Drive, Ventnor,
For more inspiration visit
PO38 1UL
The Esplanade, Ventnor,
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
01983 855397
PO38 1JP
Character Inns Wight Life Half Pagethemetwinebar.co.uk
Ads March 2022 FINAL.qxp_Layout 1 28/02/2022 12:52 Page 3
botanic.co.uk

Located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
and a stones throw from St. Catherine’s Lighthouse

T H E B UDDLE IN N

- The Buddle is a throwback to yesteryear.

16th CENT URY SMUG GLER’S INN

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Large Gardens • CAMRA Real Ales • Dog Friendly • Breathtaking Views • Same Day Online Booking
St Catherine’s Rd, Niton, PO38 2NE

01983 730243

characterinnsiow

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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West
The West Wight is a stunning part of
the Island. Fields, forests and miles of
coastline stretch out ahead of you as you
go west…

No trip over to this side would be complete without a visit
to the iconic landmark of The Needles. The three chalk
stacks and the classic red and white striped lighthouse
are synonymous with the Isle of Wight, adorning many a
picture postcard. Take a chairlift ride down to Alum Bay,
past the coloured sands.

Open space, unspoiled landscapes and rugged coastline,
plus pretty towns and villages, lively pubs and independent
shops make this a top destination. If arriving on the
Wightlink ferry from Lymington, you will find yourself
in the heart of Yarmouth. This historic harbour town
contains some of the Island’s oldest architecture, including
English Heritage’s 16th century Yarmouth Castle, the last
addition to King Henry VIII’s coastal defences.

The west side has more than its fair share of Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, with Newtown perhaps
being the jewel in the crown. A village built on the site of a
medieval borough and a nature reserve makes for a great
day out. Spot red squirrels, egrets and even a resident seal
as you take a stroll around the estuary.

The beauty of the west has inspired many an artist
over the years including Julia Margaret Cameron, the
pioneering art photographer and her neighbour Alfred,
Lord Tennyson, Poet Laureate during Queen Victoria’s
reign. Take a walk from Freshwater Bay to the Tennyson
monument and the panoramic views mean it’s not hard to
see why. The poet used to walk on the down almost every
day, saying that the air was worth ‘sixpence a pint’.

The most famous stretch of road on the Island, the Military
Road runs from Chale through to Freshwater Bay and
offers picture-perfect scenery from start to finish. It was
originally constructed as part of a defence network in 1870.
Stop off along the way at Isle of Wight Pearl in Brighstone
for some of the most impressive views of the English
Channel and a beautiful shop dedicated to pearls, catering
for all styles and tastes, plus The Pearl Café is open daily.

Discover more things to do at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

Take a trip along the Military Road and admire the gin-clear water at Freshwater Bay.
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Beach Guide
Yarmouth.

Best beach for watersports:
COMPTON BAY
Well known for its waves
when they are big,
Compton is great for
surfing and when they
are small, even better
for bodyboarding and
just general fun in the
water. The reddish sand
is backed by natural cliffs.
Take the wooden steps
down but don’t forget your
beach gear – there is a car park,
toilet and ice cream van within walking distance.

Best beach for swimming:
FRESHWATER BAY
Once you have made your way
down to the sea (we suggest
wearing sea shoes as this
is a pebbly beach) you will
be rewarded with almost
instantly deep water,
perfect for swimming.
Swim round to the secret
coves that can’t be accessed
by foot. Do let someone know
if you are going swimming as this
beach does not have a lifeguard but
does have an independent lifeboat station.

Best beach for sunsets:
COLWELL
They say west is best and
that is certainly the case
when it comes to sunsets.
The beach at Colwell
provides a stunning
display with Hurst Castle
creating a dramatic
silhouette across the
Solent. Take a dip in the
sea here for an evening swim
followed by a drink at one of the
few pubs and eateries nearby.

Find out more at
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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DOGS
WELCOME
IN CERTAIN
AREAS

A warm welcome awaits you
at The Waterfront Totland Bay
Come and see some of the finest
sunsets in the whole of Europe in
our picturesque setting with stunning
views over the Western Solent and
the Dorset Jurassic coastline.
Enjoy freshly prepared Mediterranean
cuisine with a fine selection of
wines, beers and spirits.
Open everyday from midday.
The Beach, Totland Bay, PO39 0BQ
01983 756969 | eatbythesea.com

Warren Farm Shop & The
Wight Horsebox Garden Bar
• An idyllic location to visit for
walkers on the Tennyson trail
and visitors to Alum Bay
• Refreshments, local produce,
local ales, cider and gin,
plus our own pasture fed beef
• Stunning views from our gardens
overlooking Tennyson Downs,
dog friendly with parking available.

Find us at: Warren Farm, Alum Bay, Totland, PO39 0JB
Tel: 01983 753200 | warrenfarmiow.co.uk | F: warrenfarmiow

ATTRACTIONS
Farringford Estate

IK
Farringford was the main home
of the renowned Victorian
poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson,
from 1853–1892. The house
is furnished and decorated in
a late 19th century style that
reflects the Tennysons’ taste,
interests, and lifestyle. Open
27 April–1 October 2022.
Pre-booking essential. Outside,
the estate has been returned
to its original informal planting
scheme, including an awardwinning walled garden and
parkland walk with enchanting
views of the house and High
Down. The gardens are open
6 April–29 October 2022.
Bedbury Lane, Freshwater Bay,
PO40 9PE
01983 752500
farringford.co.uk

Isle of Wight Aqua Park
at Tapnell Farm

BIJ
Open from mid April, the
Island’s only outdoor, floating
Aqua Park at Tapnell Farm.
Great fun for confident
swimmers aged 7+, the Aqua
Park lake features over 20
obstacles, including free fall
slides, joined together to create
a series of fun challenges.
Bigger course for 2022!
Tapnell Farm, Newport Road,
Yarmouth, PO41 OYJ
01983 758722
tapnellfarm.com/play

Mottistone Gardens

BD
A magical garden with colourful
herbaceous borders, shrubfilled terraces and views to the
sea. Families can explore the
garden as they search along the
paths and high in the trees for
the hidden flowerpot people.
Lovely tea garden, ideal for
lunch or a cream tea. Large
wider estate for country walks.
See online for opening times at
nationaltrust.org.uk/mottistonegardens-and-estate
Mottistone, Nr Brighstone,
PO30 4ED
01983 741302
nationaltrust.org.uk

My Funky Bags

L
This shop is a must-visit while
staying on the Island. Fashionable
bags and baskets made from
recycled water bottles and
packing straps, as well as beach
towels. Super strong and water
resistant, the bags fold up and
are brilliant for the beach, boats,
caravans and travelling. Help
save the environment!
20 High Street, Yarmouth,
PO41 0PL
01983 716500
myfunkybags.com

Newtown National
Nature Reserve

Natural harbour, creeks and
woodlands home to native
and visiting birds and wildlife.
Bird hides and visitor point.
Old Town Hall is evidence of
Newtown’s former impor tance.
See online to download walks
at nationaltrust.org.uk/
newtown-national-naturereserve-and-old-town-hall
Newtown, Near Shalfleet,
PO30 4PA
01983 531622
nationaltrust.org.uk

For more inspiration visit
wightlink.co.uk/explorer
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Tapnell Farm Park

BIJLM
Set in beautiful countryside,
surrounded by amazing views
of the Island and Solent, Tapnell
Farm Park is one of the Island’s
biggest all-weather, fun-filled
family attractions. There’s so
much to see and do including
pedal go-kar ts, jumping pillows,
sledge slides, footy shoot-out,
soft play area and daily animal
activities, plus monthly events.
Tapnell Farm, Newport Road,
Yarmouth, PO41 OYJ
01983 758722
tapnellfarm.com/play

The Needles
Landmark Attraction

The Needles
Old Battery

BHIJLM

BD

Explore the extraordinary at
the Island’s best value family
attraction with world-famous
coloured sand cliffs that
overlook The Needles Rocks
and Lighthouse. Experience the
spectacular chairlift ride to the
beach. Offering a range of payas-you-go attractions; a variety
of children’s activities from a
traditional Victorian carousel,
Dino Jeep Safari, to the 4D
family cinema. Don’t miss the
glassmaking demonstrations
and Sweet Manufactory.
Alum Bay, Totland, PO39 0JD
01983 752401
theneedles.co.uk

A spectacular cliff-top for t
overlooking the Needles. The
attractions include two original
guns situated on the parade
ground and dramatic views
of the sea and the Needles
Lighthouse. The tea room tops
it off with hot and cold drinks,
ice creams, snacks and cakes.
Walk, cycle or take the bus
to the for t – car parking at
Needles Landmark Attraction.
See online for opening times
West High Down, Alum Bay,
PO39 0JH
01983 754772
nationaltrust.org.uk

The Needles
New Battery

BD
Fascinating underground
rooms which are home to
the extraordinary exhibition
about the secret rocket-testing
programme that was carried out
here during the 1950s and 1960s,
as part of Britain’s Race for
Space during the height of the
Cold War. Outdoor remnants in
a spectacular cliff-top location.
Open selected dates.
West High Down, Alum Bay,
PO39 0JH
01983 754772
nationaltrust.org.uk

For more inspiration visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer
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Yarmouth Gallery

I
A stylish contemporary ar t
gallery just a shor t stroll from
the harbour in Yarmouth
high street. Showing a rolling
exhibition of British craft with
an emphasis on work by Island
makers, alongside paintings and
prints by resident ar tist Anne
Toms. Relaxed and welcoming.
Forresters Hall, High Street,
Yarmouth, PO41 0PL
01983 761424
yarmouthgallery.com

Family owned, steeped in tradition but with
a nod to the present… you’re assured a
warm welcome at The Bugle Coaching Inn!

T H E B UGLE I NN
16th CENTURY COACHING INN

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Large Gardens • CAMRA Real Ales • Dog Friendly • Accommodation • Same Day Online Booking
The Square, Yarmouth, PO41 0NS

01983 760272

characterinnsiow

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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The Bugle Coaching Inn

ADHIJM

ACCOMMODATION
Farringford Estate

DKM
Discover the West Wight. Set
in the grounds of Farringford,
the former residence of Alfred,
Lord Tennyson, the self-catering
cottages are ideal for exploring
the Isle of Wight. Equipped
with every comfor t from
home, some also offer dog
friendly accommodation.
Bedbury Lane, Freshwater Bay,
PO40 9PE
01983 752500
farringford.co.uk

Grange Farm

The Orchards
Holiday Park

C DF K M
Set amongst rolling countryside
and with stunning panoramic
views, The Orchards is a special
place to make memories,
kick back and relax or explore.
Choose from a holiday caravan,
touring and camping pitches
or self-catering accommodation.
There are two swimming pools
and a poolside coffee shop –
plus holiday homes for sale!
Main Road, Newbridge,
Yarmouth, PO41 0TS
01983 531331
orchardsholidaypark.co.uk

A charming 16th century
flagship inn situated in the very
hear t of Yarmouth’s market
square and a stone’s throw from
the sea, harbour and Wightlink
ferry por t. From the moment
you step into this charming inn,
you will be wowed by its great
hospitality, food and real ales.
Newly refurbished with a new
beer garden and now showing
Sky Spor ts.
The Square, Yarmouth,
PO41 0NS
01983 760272
characterinns.co.uk

The Bay Colwell

B DF K
Stunning hot tub cottages
and laidback beach houses
are waiting for you and the
family too at The Bay Colwell.
Just a stroll away from the
sandy shores of Colwell Bay,
this sunny resor t features an
indoor heated swimming pool,
licensed coffee house and
children’s soft play area.
Fort Warden Road,
Freshwater, Totland Bay,
PO39 0DA
03333 700555
ariaresorts.co.uk

The Bugle Coaching Inn

ADHIJM
The Bugle Coaching Inn offers
seven en suite rooms, many of
which have exceptional views
of the main market square.
All rooms include a hear ty
breakfast the following morning.
The Square, Yarmouth,
PO41 0NS
01983 760272
characterinns.co.uk
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BIJL
The Llama Tree boasts a
fantastic wood-fired pizza oven.
All of the pizzas have hand
stretched, sourdough bases and
are made using as much local
produce as possible. Try the
Peruvian coffee which is roasted
here on the Island.
The Llama Tree, Main Road,
Wellow, PO41 0SZ
01983 760900
thellamatree.co.uk

The Sun Inn

DHIJM

C DF K
One of the few unspoilt, noncommercialised coastal sites with
unpolluted sea air, situated on
the beautiful south west coast,
with easy access to the sandy
beach and picturesque views of
the chine and Brighstone Forest.
The whole area is ideal for
cycling, fishing, fossil hunting –
a walkers’ paradise. The perfect
family holiday.
Brighstone Bay, Military Road,
Brighstone, PO30 4DA
01983 740296
grangefarmholidays.com

The Llama Tree
Pizzeria & Coffee House

The Cow Bar
& Restaurant

One of the Sunday Telegraph’s
top ten most cosy pubs in
the UK. It has a huge beer
garden and dining area, with
outstanding views of the English
Channel, rolling countryside and
Tennyson Down.
Main Road, Hulverstone,
PO30 4EH
01983 741124
characterinns.co.uk

DHJ

Tom’s Eco Lodge &
Farm Accommodation

CDJK
Tom’s Eco Lodge is one
of the Island’s best known
glamping experiences, with
accommodation offered in
a variety of quirky lodgings
including safari tents, eco pads,
wood cabins, modulogs and new
Geodesic Domes. Guests can
enjoy the beautiful rural setting
with space to roam and the most
stunning sea views and sunsets!
Tapnell Farm, Newport Road,
Yarmouth, PO41 OYJ
01983 758729
tapnellfarm.com/stay

One of the Island’s most unique
eateries, set in a converted Swiss
barn at the heart of Tapnell
Farm. Open seven days a week
during the summer serving
delicious, home cooked, awardwinning burgers, and steaks plus
gluten free, vegetarian and vegan
choices. Family friendly, relaxed
restaurant with lots of outdoor
space and stunning views.
Download ‘The Cow at Tapnell
Farm’ App.
Tapnell Farm, Newport Road,
Yarmouth, PO41 0YJ
01983 758725
tapnellfarm.com/eat/the-cow

The King’s Head
FOOD & DRINK
Marconi’s Tearoom

BHIJLM
Enjoy a refreshing cup of tea or
speciality coffee. There’s a range
of delicious cakes and pastries
and an extensive selection of
soft drinks, cold beers and
other alcoholic beverages.
The Needles Landmark
Attraction, Alum Bay,
PO39 0JD
01983 752401
theneedles.co.uk

DJHM
An ancient 16th century town
pub, with a big open fire and
an interesting collection of
old Island prints and local
photographs. Nestled in the
hear t of the beautiful coastal
town of Yarmouth. Serving
a traditional menu of homecooked food, fresh fish and an
ever-changing specials board.
Newly refurbished.
Quay Street, Yarmouth,
PO41 0PB
01983 760177
characterinns.co.uk

The Waterfront

DHIJM
A popular seafront pub less
than 20 feet from the sea.
Experience some of the finest
sunsets on the Island over a
drink, or the freshly prepared
Mediterranean cuisine.
The Beach, Madeira Road,
Totland Bay, PO39 0BQ
01983 756969
waterfrontiow.com

Warren Farm

B D HL M
Warren Farm offers the perfect
pit stop along the Tennyson
trail that leads to the iconic
landmark ‘The Needles’. Offering
a selection of refreshments,
local produce and pasture fed
beef. The farm also features
The Wight Horsebox bar, a
beautifully converted horsebox
serving a selection of local ales,
ciders and gins for you to enjoy
in the picturesque gardens.
Warren Farm, New Road,
Alum Bay, PO39 0JB
01983 753200
warrenfarmiow.co.uk
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Imagine holidays whenever you wanted
There’s no denying it, life’s busy and sometimes
you just need to get away. With your own holiday
home, you can do just that.

Warranty
+
for your

peace of mind
By

60
guarantee

Come and see us today! Open 7 days a week
awayresorts.co.uk/holiday-homes/
Terms and conditions apply to 60 Day Money Back and Warranty+. Please see website for more details.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

Arrange your
visit or find
out more

CENTRAL
—

Central
At the heart of the Island you will find
several quaint villages, as well as the
Island’s capital town, Newport. Here you
will enjoy a mixture of High Street names
and some excellent independent boutiques
for both fashion and homewares…
The town centres around two main squares then stretches
down to the historic quay where you will find an art gallery
and café. The Bargeman’s Rest pub sits on the water’s edge
and is an ideal spot to relax. For local heritage, Carisbrooke
Castle is hard to beat. The history of the castle can be
traced back to about AD 1000. Raided by both the Spanish
and French, the castle’s most famous inhabitant was King
Charles I, who was imprisoned here during the Civil War
between 1647-1648, before being executed in 1649.
Arreton Valley on the main road out of Newport is home to
Robin Hill Country Park, an 88 acre park jam-packed with
plenty for all the family to do. Ride the toboggan run and
marvel at the record-breaking tree sculpture, standing a
lofty 57ft high!

Take a drive through Arreton and be sure to stop off at
Arreton Barns, the Island’s largest centre for arts and
crafts. Here you will find traditional crafters mixed with
contemporary artisans. There is also a pub serving real
ales and home-cooked food, a farm shop packed to the
rafters with local produce and The Corn Exchange –
a beautiful interiors and giftware store.
The whole family will love a trip to Amazon World Zoo Park,
with its vast array of tropical and endangered animals, plus
play parks, wildlife museum and café, where you can relax
and listen to the monkeys chattering.
Further inland, nestled in the beautiful countryside of
Newchurch, is The Garlic Farm. Home to all things garlic
(you might smell it before you see it) you can enjoy a meal
and purchase local produce from the well-stocked shop.
For the quintessential English village, a trip to Godshill is
a must. This pretty village is complete with chocolate-box
thatched cottages and some of the oldest architecture on
the Island. The Old Smithy, once the village blacksmith’s,
is now home to a range of stylish shops centred around a
popular café.

Discover more things to do at wightlink.co.uk/explorer

The river Medina rises at St Catherine’s Down near Chale and
flows northwards through the county town of Newport.

88

CENTRAL
—

ATTRACTIONS
Amazon World

B IL
Home to the Island’s largest
collection of exotic animals,
including; mammals, birds, fish,
reptiles, insects, fauna and
flora. This multi-award-winning
zoo offers you more than just
animals, it includes a large
Jurassic playground, museum,
dino dig and the Island’s largest
indoor soft play area. A great
day out rain or shine, the café
and snack shack have ample
seating, and a large gift, souvenir
shop to buy some memories.
Watery Lane, Nr Arreton,
PO36 0LX
01983 867122
amazonworld.co.uk

Arreton Barns

DHIJL
Set in the stunning Arreton
countryside, Arreton Barns
is the Island’s largest ar ts and
crafts centre, showcasing the
best in local ar tisans. Open
seven days a week, with free
parking. Find unique gifts then
enjoy delicious food, fine wines
and real ales at The Dairyman’s
Daughter pub.
Main Road, Arreton, PO30 3AA
01983 539365
arretonbarns.co.uk

Briddlesford Lodge
Farm Shop

BDIJLM
A commercial dairy farm that
has developed to include a farm
shop, café, heritage centre, milk
processing factory and cheese
room. The creamy gold top milk
and delicate rose veal from the
150 pedigree Guernsey herd is
served to you with food metres
rather than miles in mind.
Briddlesford Road, Wootton,
PO33 4RY
01983 884650
briddlesford.co.uk

Carisbrooke Castle

BDIK
Steeped in history, once the
prison of Charles I and the
official residence of the Island’s
Governor, now a fascinating
historical attraction. Experience
vast panoramic Island views from
the castle’s high walls, and meet
the charming resident donkeys.
Book online now and save.
Castle Hill, Newport,
PO30 1XY
01983 522107
english-heritage.org.uk

Inspired by the ocean...
made to be worn anywhere

Monkey Haven –
The Leaf Foundation

Solid sterling silver jewellery
handmade on the Isle of
Wight. Gifts for everyone.

BL M
Swing on by to the award-winning
primate rescue centre making
animals happy – and people
happy! Meet rescued gibbons,
monkeys, meerkats, birds of
prey and reptiles. Lots of fun for
everyone, including wonderful
keeper talks, a fun free App,
children’s trail, tea room, gift shop
and free return within a week.
Five Acres Farm, Staplers Road,
Newport, PO30 2NB
01983 530885
monkeyhaven.org

Come and visit us in our
workshop and browse
the unique pieces based
on nature.
Arreton Barns Craft Village, Isle of Wight, PO30 3AA
thomaspcochran.com | 07860 367271
thomaspcochran |
thomaspcochranltd

Newport Roman Villa

D IL
Newpor t Roman Villa is a
1,700 year old farmhouse and
Scheduled Ancient Monument
in the care of the Isle of Wight
Council Heritage Service. The
well-preserved remains provide
a fascinating insight into country
life in third-century Britain.
Peep into a Roman kitchen and
see a slave preparing a Roman
feast, get hands-on in the
activity room and discover the
plants Romans would have used
in the beautiful herb garden.
Cypress Road, Newport,
PO30 1HA
01983 529720
iow.gov.uk/Visitors/Where-togo/Newport-Roman-Villa/Intro

01983 716281

www.longislanddining.co.uk
info@longisland-iow.co.uk

24 HOLYROOD STREET, NEWPORT | PO30 5AZ

For more inspiration visit
wightlink.co.uk/explorer

RESTAURANT AND COCKTAIL BAR
SERVING MEXICAN INSPIRED STREET FOOD
WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Robin Hill

Book

B D HL M

Priority Boarding

Discover Robin Hill’s 88 acres of
rolling parkland, natural woodland
and countryside gardens for
exploration, adventure and
entertainment. Burn off some
energy on the treetop canopy
walkways, adrenalin-inducing
adventure nets, an exhilarating
quarter mile downhill toboggan,
epic rides and more! Robin Hill
also plays host to spectacular
daily falconry displays, incredible
performances, live music, and
year-round events to keep
everyone entertained.
Downend, Nr Newport,
PO30 2NU
01983 527352
robin-hill.com

and beat the queues

wightlink.co.uk/priority

Shipwreck Centre
& Maritime Museum

01983 840270

PO38 3HH

www.modelvillagegodshill.co.uk

The Old Smithy

BL
Boasting a variety of well-stocked
gift shops, including fashion
brands and home interiors.
Browse in the Old Forge and
cottage, stroll through the
landscaped garden with pixie
and fairy grottos. Then relax
and enjoy lunch and cakes in
the coffee shop.
High Street, Godshill,
PO38 3HZ
01983 840364
theoldsmithy.com

DI

Thomas P Cochran

With one of the largest
collections in the country of
items brought up from real
shipwrecks, diving equipment
and maritime curiosa. Join in
with one of the free family
activities, marvel at the amount
of rare and special items in
the collections and learn more
about the local diver who made
it all possible.
Arreton Barns Craft Village,
Main Road, Arreton, PO30 3AA
01983 533079
shipwreckcentre.co.uk

IL
Solid sterling silver jewellery
handmade on the Isle of Wight...
inspired by the ocean. Come
and visit us in our workshop and
browse the unique pieces based
on nature.
Arreton Barns, Main Road,
Arreton, PO30 3AA
07860 367271
thomaspcochran.com

The Garlic Farm

B DEI J KL M

1940s
themed
cafe

Get the full garlic experience
at this unique, idyllic farm set
in beautiful Newchurch. Free
entry and parking. The farm
shop overflows with garlic of all
varieties, along with mayonnaises,
chutneys, beer, vodka and
even garlic ice cream! Discover
everything you want to know
about garlic, enjoy free tastings
and great food in the restaurant.
Mersley Lane, Newchurch,
PO36 0NR
01983 865378
thegarlicfarm.co.uk

The Model Village

ER
TH

Herb garden
Amazing remains
Activity room
Mon/Wed/Fri 10.30am to 2.30pm
-W
ALL EA
1 April to 30 September
01983 529720
Cypress Road, Newport, R AC TI O N
IW, PO30 1HA
AT T
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BDIM
As seen on BBC Countryfile.
Set amongst 3,000 trees,
faithful recreations of local
buildings, with little Islanders
adding humour here and there!
Find the airfield, working
railway and mind bending
model of the model of the
model. RHS Par tner Garden.
High Street, Godshill,
PO38 3HH
01983 840270
modelvillagegodshill.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION
The Chequers Inn

ACDHIJM
A traditional rural pub situated
in the hear t of the Isle of Wight
within the beautiful countryside.
The pub is the perfect place to
eat, sleep and drink and offers
three fully en suite luxury bed
and breakfast rooms as well as
12 motorhome pitches.
Niton Road, Rookley,
PO38 3NZ
01983 840314
chequersinn-iow.co.uk

CENTRAL
—

FOOD & DRINK
Briddlesford Lodge
Farm / Bluebells Café

BDIJLM
The Lakes Rookley

DF H J K
Choose The Lakes Rookley
for your self-catering holiday
and stay in a stunning cottage,
lakehouse or caravan holiday
home – some even have hot
tubs for something extra
special. Set in leafy parkland at
the hear t of the Isle of Wight
with swimming pools, bar and
eatery, plus activities for the
whole family to enjoy, it’s the
perfect base to explore. Plus,
half the Island’s beaches are
within 20 minutes drive.
Main Road, Rookley, PO38 3LU
03333 700555
ariaresorts.co.uk

A commercial dairy farm that
has developed to include a farm
shop, café, heritage centre, milk
processing factory and cheese
room. The creamy gold top milk
and delicate rose veal from the
150 pedigree Guernsey herd is
served to you with food metres
rather than miles in mind.
Briddlesford Road, Wootton,
PO33 4RY
01983 882885
briddlesford.co.uk

Caffè Isola

The Bargeman’s Rest

B DL M

DHJ

One of the Island’s finest artisan
coffee shops. Run by Dan Burgess
and his Sicilian wife Viviana.
Centred around their Island
Roasted brand which Dan roasts
by hand. Enjoy Viviana’s authentic
Italian influenced food. They
also offer a wide range of retail
products from local producers.
85a St James Street, Newport,
PO30 1LG
01983 524800
islandroasted.co.uk

The Bargeman’s Rest is located
close to Newpor t town centre
and is the perfect pitstop on a
walk along the River Medina.
Experience the cosy atmosphere
and nautical charm as you
sample the extensive menu.
Serving all day breakfasts, light
bites and rustic baguettes as
well as traditional pub favourites
and speciality burgers.
Little London Quay, Newport,
PO30 5BS
01983 525828
bargemansrest.co.uk

Long Island

HJM
A cocktail bar located in the
heart of Newport serving a
unique and delicious tapas-style
menu influenced by Mexican and
street food. Full of flavour, the
dishes on offer, compliment the
cocktails and fun atmosphere
inside the restaurant with simple
yet high-quality food.
24 Holyrood Street (above
Newport Ale House),
Newport, PO30 5AZ
01983 716281
longislanddining.co.uk

The Chequers Inn

ACDHIJM
A traditional rural pub situated
in the hear t of the Island within
beautiful countryside. The pub
is the perfect place to eat, sleep
and drink or for just stopping by
for a pint of traditional local ale.
Large children’s play area and
games room. Sunday carvery.
Niton Road, Rookley,
PO38 3NZ
01983 840314
chequersinn-iow.co.uk

For more inspiration visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer

The complete garlic experience!

FARM SHOP, RESTAURANT, FARM WALKS & TOURS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

See our website for opening/serving times and tour schedule.

“...Wonderfully original, a great experience”

| “beautiful place, great food, the highlight of our trip”

You can also stay at the farm in our farm cottages and luxury yurts. Visit us online for more garlic information,
recipe ideas and find out more about the farm and everything we have to offer.
The Garlic Farm, Mersley Lane, Newchurch,
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The Crown Inn

DHJM
Set in the hear t of one of the
most beautiful villages on the
Island, The Crown Inn boasts
enviably the best pub garden
on the Island with its famous
fresh water trout stream and
duck sanctuary. Awarded ‘Cask
Marque Accreditation’ for the
quality of six real ale beers,
which include an Island brew.
Walkers Lane, Shorwell,
PO30 3JZ
01983 740293
characterinns.co.uk

The Dairyman’s
Daughter

DHIJ

The Garlic Farm
Restaurant

BDIJLM
Get the full garlic experience
at this unique, idyllic farm.
Free entry and parking. Serving
delicious garlic inspired dishes
– including breakfasts, light
lunches and even garlic ice
cream – alongside a seasonal
daily specials board.
Mersley Farm, Mersley Lane,
Newchurch, PO36 0NR
01983 865378
thegarlicfarm.co.uk

The Walled
Garden Café

BDM

Friendly 1940s themed café
serving all day breakfasts, jacket
The Dairyman’s Daughter is a
potatoes, paninis, baguettes and
bustling freehouse pub nestled
sandwiches or choose from the
at the centre of Arreton Barns,
‘Blackmarket Specials’ board.
the Island’s largest ar ts and
Delicious cakes baked in house.
crafts village. A traditional
Everything on the menu has a
pub serving home-cooked
Gluten Free option and there are
food from an extensive menu,
some dairy and vegan choices
using local produce and
as well. The large flower-filled
ingredients where possible.
walled garden area is perfect for
Enjoy a wide selection of fine
sunny days! Takeaways and table
wines and real ales, including
booking available.
some local brews.
14 Holyrood Street, Newport,
Arreton Barns, Main Road,
PO30 5AU
Arreton, PO30 3AA
01983 716768
01983 539361
Character Inns Wight Life Half Pagethewalledgardencafe.co.uk
Ads March 2022 FINAL.qxp_Layout 1 28/02/2022 12:52 Page 4
dairymansdaughter.co.uk

A 400 year old thatched inn nestled below
the beautiful Tennyson Downs. Stunning sea
views and a great sunset to match!

THE SUN INN
TRADITIONAL THATCHED PUB

Download the Character Inns App,
and use your “Passport” to visit
our sister pubs and save up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL

throughout your journey!
See inside back cover page 107*

SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD

• Large Gardens • CAMRA Real Ales • 5 Minutes from Compton Bay • Same Day Online Booking
Hulverstone (near Brighstone), PO30 4EH

01983 741124

characterinnsiow

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk
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Portsmouth
2022 is a big year for Portsmouth,
with the city hosting huge events and
commemorating some momentous
anniversaries. These coming months are
when these events really get going, as a
multitude of brand-new things to see and
do head to the Great Waterfront City.
First up is Portsmouth Comic Con on 7–8 May, where some
of the best comic, film, TV and pop culture entertainment
descend on the Guildhall. There will be cosplay parades, a
Star Wars walkthrough, exhibitions, panels and a wealth of
world-famous guest appearances – plus so much more.

The festivities continue at the end of the month, with
the welcome return of PortsFest. From 30 June to 3 July
there will be live music performances, informative talks
and interactive workshops across multiple locations,
celebrating the diverse culture of Portsmouth.
And, of course, the city will also celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee with a host of events over the extra-long
Bank Holiday weekend. There will be beacon lighting,
an outdoor big lunch, street parties, and a brand-new
exhibition showcasing Portsmouth’s impressive Civic
Silver collection.

For more ideas on things to do and events, take a look
at visitportsmouth.co.uk and wightlink.co.uk/explorer

David Howells

Which character are you? Costumes at the ready for Portsmouth Comic Con!

Looking ahead to June there’s a whole host of new activities
and family favourites to enjoy. The Sea Angling Classic
makes its debut in Portsmouth, with some of the nation’s
best anglers competing to land the biggest catch – and
walk away with the top prize. As well as all the action on
the water, there will be events and parades across the city
during the event, to raise the profile of sea angling and
promote its sustainable credentials.
June also sees the return of Live at the Bandstand, where
local acts and festival favourites entertain the crowds
near Southsea Seafront. With works ongoing to the sea
defences, Live at the Bandstand will this year take place
on the larger Castle Field.

Hop on the FastCat and explore the Great Waterfront City.
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RYDE HARBOUR

Bar - Restaurant - Amusement Arcade - Beaches - Music - Entertainment - Competition

Lymington &
the New Forest
If there’s a spring in your step don’t waste
it – escape to the New Forest! It’s just a
few minutes from our Lymington port or
less than an hour’s cruise from Yarmouth.

BBC Gardeners World Spring Fair comes to Beaulieu,
from 29 April–1 May, so get ready for some stunning
floral displays,plenty of planting ideas and some fab food
and entertainment.

You won’t have to travel very far across the Forest’s 143,000
magical acres to find some amazing things to do over
the late spring and early summer, from celebrating the
Platinum Jubilee, to the arrival of BBC Gardeners’ World!
Love the water? Then book a fun-filled Easter paddle
along the Beaulieu River in a Canadian style canoe with
New Forest Activities, from 8–18 April. Spend time taking
in the river’s stunning scenery before disembarking for a
riverside Easter egg hunt.

Left: meet the otters at New Forest Wildlife Park. Right: explore Furzey Gardens this spring.

Why not make this the year you treat your furry friend to
Dogstival? It’s two days of fun and frolics for Fidos taking
place at Broadlands, on 4–5 June.
As the forest springs into life, make sure you don’t miss
some of the other wonderful attractions, from visiting the
newborn calves, lambs and chicks at Longdown Activity
Farm, or for more exotic creatures, check out New Forest
Wildlife Park. Exbury Gardens and Furzey Gardens will
also be at their best during this time.

The little ones will love feeding the lambs at Longdown Activity Farm.

Don’t forget to make time to try a sunset paddle with
The New Forest Paddle Sport Company, or a dream trip
on the Solent with Escape Yachting. For something a little
more sedate, consider a mini-cruise on the beautiful
Steamship Shieldhall.

Finally, if you’re wondering how to celebrate the Platinum
Jubilee weekend, from 2–5 June, spend some time in the
New Forest. Join the towns and villages as they celebrate
Her Majesty’s 70-year reign, watch the lighting of the
beacons and sample the special menus at the welcoming
inns, hotels and restaurants.

For further information on what to do, where to
eat and drink and what’s on in the New Forest visit
thenewforest.co.uk or wightlink.co.uk/explorer.

Go New Forest

The New Forest bursts back into life as the new leaves appear in spring.
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Meet the

latest
rescues

Monkey Haven is the Isle of Wight’s Primate Rescue Centre – our sanctuary is a
place to relax, have lots of fun and get to know some amazing animals.
D
MAKE A HERY FRIEN
FEAT

Don’t miss the brilliant Keeper talks and
animal feeds throughout the day.

FREE TREAT TRAILS

ENJOY A REPTILE RENDEZVOUS

See the gorgeous Great Greys & get up
close to an owl at the Keeper talks.

Say hello to our cold-blooded friends –
the snakes, lizards, spiders & tortoises.

KEEPER

FOR THE DAY

Follow the stamper trail in
the free kids’ booklet or the
banana trail on our App.

THE

PRIMATE

RESCUE CENTRE
Registered Charity Number 1153254

This is an amazing chance to feed the
animals and see behind the scenes.
Please book in advance – see website for prices.

Picnic & play areas

Follow us for the latest news and to
find out about special events, like an
animal’s birthday party!

Cafe & gift shop

Staplers Road, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 2NB
FREE WIFI
Tel 01983 530885

Free 7 day return pass

monkeyhaven.org

What’s on...
The Island’s events calendar is bursting at
the seams and there’s always so much to see
and do, you will be spoilt for choice. Here is
our pick of what not to miss in 2022...

Island Steam Fair.

Wight Proms
Wednesdays
Family Concerts

APRIL
Easter Cuteness
9–24 April, Tapnell Farm Park (IW)
Celebrate new beginnings this
Easter with a mix of furry (and not
so furry) babies at Tapnell Farm
Park. Come and meet the calves,
kids, lambs, chicks, harvest mice,
tor toises and even stick insects!
Plus there’s plenty of crafty fun to
be had in the Crafts Cabin and lots
of tasty treats in the Coffee House too!
tapnellfarm.com

Official Ride
Opening!
8–21 April (selected dates),
Blackgang Chine (IW)
Head to Blackgang Chine this
April for the official opening
of the brand-new rides, with
characters and plenty of
shenanigans to get involved with!
blackgangchine.com

16–17 April and
30 April–1 May, Ryde (IW)

13 April, Trinity Theatre,
Cowes (IW)
Wight Proms Wednesdays
present two family concer ts.
Featuring a live wind quintet
and a narrator, both concer ts
are a wonderful way to
introduce younger children
to classical music whilst also
enter taining the adults. Peter
& the Wolf will be performed
at 11:00, followed by Paddington
Bear’s First Classical Concer t
at 14:00.
wightproms.co.uk

These fantastic free bank holiday
events blend local Isle of Wight
talent and well-established bands
and soloists on stage. Visitors
can treat themselves to hot food,
fantastic real ales and plenty of
gift, memorabilia and music stalls
to check out.
facebook.com/TicketToRyde

The Great Railway
Easter Hunt
15–18 April, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)

Island Heritage
Train Days
10 April, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)
Discover how the Island’s
railways provided our daily
transpor t. Featuring one of
the Isle of Wight’s historic
locomotives. Usually the second
Sunday of the month between
April and October.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

SHANKLIN THEATRE
ISLE OF WIGHT
Year round top quality entertainment,
including star names.
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Ticket to Ryde

Join the Island’s Steam
Railway for a fun filled
Easter bank holiday.
Take on the great Easter
treasure hunt around the
Railway join in with fun
activities and be thouroughly
enteratined. Join the Easter
Bonnet Parade at 13:15 each
day, with hats prepared at home in
advance. Haven Falconry will also be doing
daily demonstations with their birds of prey.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Open all year round hosting a
full programme of professional
and amateur productions.
Box Ofﬁce (01983) 868000

www.shanklintheatre.com

WHAT’S ON
—

Real Ale
Festival

Isle of Wight
Challenge

30 April–2 May, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)

30 April–1 May,
Various locations (IW)

Kick star t your May bank
holiday with a visit to the
Railway and the famous Real
Ale Festival. Enjoy a pint of
your favourite best brew, or
maybe try something new.
With beers sourced from
brewers all over the country,
including many brewed on the
Isle of Wight as you board the
train you can think about
which one you will try next.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Up to 2,000 adventurers will
take on the challenge this year,
walking, jogging or running the
epic 106km journey around the
Island’s coastal path. Starting at
Chale, taking in the spectacular
southern cliffs, the epic route
heads past the iconic Needles,
on towards Cowes and historic
Ventnor, through Shanklin and
Sandown and returning to base
camp at Chale.
isleofwightchallenge.com

EVENT CATEGORIES:
FOOD
& DRINK

OUR
TOP PICKS

NATURE
& HISTORY

SUITABLE FOR
YOUNG FAMILIES

MUSIC &
ENTERTAINMENT

SPORT
& ACTIVITIES

ARTS
& CULTURE

MAY
Isle of Wight
Randonnee

WELLNESS

For more events visit wightlink.co.uk/explorer

1 May, Various locations (IW)
Take to two wheels and cycle
clockwise around the Isle of
Wight with The Randonnee.
Pick from the 100km or 55km
routes, this day event remains
completely free to enter.
Witness the whole of the Island’s
stunning scenery and compete
with 3,000 other Randonnee
par ticipants in this great event,
first established in 1985.
cycleisland.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Isle of Wight
Walking
Festival

Isle of Wight Festival
16–19 June,
Seaclose Park (IW)

7–15 May,
Various locations (IW)
Following the success of last
year’s Walking Festival, two new
dates are now announced for
2022. The first takes place in
May, offering a sunny adventure
through the Island’s unique
landscape. Walkers can expect
routes through the countryside
and along the coast, each vista
as breathtaking as the next.
isleofwightwalkingfestival.co.uk

Royal Isle of Wight
County Show
25–26 June, Isle of Wight
County Showground (IW)

Ventnor Fringe Festival
22–31 July,
Ventnor (IW)

AJ Bell Tour of Britain
11 September,
Various locations (IW)

Awakening Festival

Walk the Wight

24–25 September,
Northwood House (IW)

8 May, Various locations (IW)
Raising vital funds for Mountbatten, Walk the Wight boasts four routes
– including the full 26.5 mile walk from Bembridge to The Needles –
and free bus travel to and from every designated walk. All abilities
are catered for and people of all ages welcomed. A fantastic way to
experience the Isle of Wight’s gorgeous landscape.
mountbatten.org.uk

Please note: all event details were correct at time of going to
press but may be subject to change as a result of government
guidelines. Please check online and book in advance where possible.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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WHAT’S ON
—

Wight Proms
Wednesdays:
Daniel Boys
11 May,
Northwood House (IW)
As par t of the Wight Proms
Wednesdays concer ts, awardwinning West End leading man,
Daniel Boys, performs in the
Ballroom at Nor thwood House,
Cowes. Taking place monthly
at 12:30 on five Wednesdays
and each lasting 40 minutes,
the concer ts are the ideal
lunch break addition and allow
the audience to experience
a taste of the popular festival
throughout the year.
wightproms.co.uk

Isle of Wight
Symphony
Orchestra:
Tim Kliphuis
15 May, Medina Theatre (IW)
This Sunday night performance
brings Tim Kliphuis back to the
Island. Tim’s music draws on
gypsy, jazz, folk and classical
violin traditions. He will perform
his own Violin Concerto alongside
Brahms’ Symphony No.1.

Isle of Wight
Balloon Festival
28–30 May, Robin Hill (IW)
A spectacular host of
enter tainment including hot air
balloon displays, the incredible
Night Glow performances, live
music, street food and more!
robin-hill.com

TH I S E V E NT I S
PRO U D LY S P O N SO R E D
BY W I G HTLI N K
medinatheatre.co.uk

Spring Gala
14–15 May, Isle of
Wight Steam Railway (IW)
Whether you’re a train
enthusiast or not, you will
love the Isle of Wight Steam
Railway’s Spring Gala. A full
weekend of four majestic locos
taking to the line, including
their flagship engine Calbourne.
With the special Rover ticket
you can ride behind each one
throughout the course of the
day. There’s a special evening
service with the oppor tunity to
ride behind the newly rebuilt
Drewry Railcar.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Goodwoof
Festival of
Transport
22 May, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)
Cer tified motorheads will get
revved up about this brilliant
festival of cars, lorries, bikes
and trucks! There’s something
for every vehicle fan, be it a
vintage pride and joy to a brand
new hot rod. Switch from road
to rail and climb aboard the
Isle of Wight’s Steam Railway
trains then explore the Train
Story Discovery Centre to learn
about the Island’s transpor t and
engineering story.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

28–29 May, The Kennels, Goodwood (Mainland)
A grand celebration of all things dog, Goodwoof will see dogs of all
shapes, sizes and breeds gather at Goodwood. Featuring a fantastic
line-up of demonstrations and activities from a stunning architectural
exhibition of 21st-century kennels to play and pampering, wellness,
nutrition and even behavioural advice from experts, it will be a feast of
family-friendly fun. There’s plenty to have a go at, whether you choose
to explore the jumps, tunnels and frames of the agility course, trying
CaniCross, Flyball or even Dog Yoga – there is something for everyone.
goodwood.com/goodwoof

New Arrival
28 May–5 June,
Tapnell Farm Park (IW)
Larger than life and full of
mischief! Don’t miss the
unveiling of Tapnell Farm’s
latest resident character and
brand new show this half term.
Plus, there will be a whole host
of daily animal activities and fun
crafts to have a go at.
tapnellfarm.com

DINOS vs
COWBOYS
30 May–5 June (selected
dates), Blackgang Chine (IW)
Blackgang Chine’s corral of
rootin’ tootin’ cowboys will
take on the roarsome dinosaurs
in the ultimate head-to-head
popularity battle. Who’s team
will choose? And who will come
out on top?
blackgangchine.com

Isle of Wight Festival
of Running
29 May–5 June,
Various locations (IW)

South Island Sevens
21–22 May, Ventnor Rugby Club (IW)
Head to Ventnor for an action-packed weekend of elite rugby. On the
Saturday 16 elite men’s and eight elite women’s ‘sevens team’ will battle
for the trophy with keen rugby players able to get a team together for
social games on the Sunday. With ticket numbers limited to 2,000 book
now to secure your space!
southislandsevens.co.uk
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Runners of all abilities
will find a course suited
to them at The Isle of
Wight Festival of Running.
From a youngsters’ fun
run to the most demanding
course, experience the local
picturesque scenery and
beautiful landscapes via cross
country routes – which include the
iconic Needles Half Marathon, the
Freshwater 5K and the 5K Duver Dash.
isleofwightfestivalofrunning.co.uk

WHAT’S ON
—

Shorwell Midsummer Fair

JUNE

18 June, Shorwell (IW)
This traditional village fair is held in the grounds of Nor thcour t,
Shorwell, a picturesque 16th century manor house. Now in it’s
60th consecutive year, it is one of the last surviving ‘original’ fairs
on the Island and provides family enter tainment and a memorable
afternoon for all. Alongside attractions and stalls run by local people
and organisations, there is a Tea Tent and arena events including a
falconry display, a dog demonstration and a band/folk group. The
money raised goes to suppor t local charities, community groups and
organisations. Free parking and free entry for children under 16.
shorwellmidsummerfair.org

Wellbeing Vibe
3–5 June, Ventnor Botanic Garden (IW)
Enjoy a special wellbeing weekend amongst the plants as par t of
Ventnor Botanic Garden’s 50th anniversary. There’s plenty to explore
from yoga, to tai chi, breathwork and Qigong as well as song and
dance classes plus workshops offering insights on wellbeing. With
healing foods available too, it’s a real feast for the senses!
botanic.co.uk

Ticket to Ryde

Dogstival

4–5 June, Ryde (IW)

4–5 June,
Romsey (Mainland)

Prepare to soak up the laid-back
festival vibes at this fantastic
free music event celebrating
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Blending local Isle of Wight
alent and well-established bands
and soloists on stage, visitors
can treat themselves to hot
food, fantastic real ales and
plenty of gift, memorabilia and
music stalls to check out. With
a great range of kids’ activities
to keep every family happy.
facebook.com/TicketToRyde

Royal Isle of Wight County Show
25–26 June, Isle of Wight County Showground (IW)

Join the pack as the coolest
dog show rolls back in to town
for a special Jubilee edition at
Broadlands Park, Romsey. Watch
world class dog displays, get
behaviour and vet advice from
experts and even make a splash
at the aquasports dock. With
award-winning food from local
producers and plenty of stalls to
browse it’s the ultimate day out
for you and your dog!
dogstival.co.uk

Isle of Wight Festival
16–19 June, Seaclose Park (IW)
Always the first major music fest in the summer calendar, the Isle
of Wight Festival is widely acknowledged to be Europe’s equivalent
of Woodstock and has attracted stellar musical acts over the years,
with the biggest names in rock and pop playing the main stages.
With Kasabian and Muse already confirmed for 2022, it’s a fantastic
experience for music lovers of all ages that offers something for all,
including family-friendly areas and huge range of accommodation
options and VIP packages. Four days of great music, ar ts and culture
that mark the star t of the UK’s festival season.
isleofwightfestival.com

Celebrate the best of Island life at the Royal Isle of Wight County
Show. See prize winning animals and livestock, sample delicious
local produce, experience displays of show jumping, sheep shearing,
tractor rides, and much more! A wide range of activities across the
Showground covered by the admission ticket, clay pigeon shoots,
4x4 driving, animal handling and ar ts and crafts. There’ll be a chance
to talk to the exper ts about their skills and gain their advice their
specialities. Great outdoors fun for all the family.
iwcountyshow.co.uk

Round the
Island Race

Cowes
Classics Week

25 June,
Various locations (IW)

25 June–1 July, Cowes (IW)

Attracting over 1,400 boats and
15,000 individual sailors, this
one day yacht race is one of the
largest international races of
its kind. Round the Island Race,
organised by the Island Sailing
Club will see sailing teams from
across the world negotiate the
50 nautical mile course around
the Isle of Wight, starting off and
ending in the renowned Royal
Yacht Squadron line in Cowes.
roundtheisland.org.uk

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK

Come to Cowes and experience
Classics Week, focusing on
traditional yachts and celebrating
with fantastic social events
ashore. All types and models of
traditional crafts are welcome to
negotiate a wide range of Solent
courses. The week features daily
prize giving events, furnished
with complimentary tea and
cake, alongside a special gala
awards ceremony for the yacht
sailors and crew.
cowesclassicsweek.org
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JULY
The 1940s Experience
2–3 July, Isle of Wight Steam Railway (IW)
Re-live those days of hope and glory and enjoy a memorable day of
nostalgia for the whole family. Be immersed in the sights and sounds
of England during the 1940s. Dance in the street to music of the era,
dig out your best vintage clothes and pop those locks in to pin curls.
It’s great family fun with traditional games, shows, period vehicles
and a fairground for little ones. Visit the events barn or refreshment
room to refuel with hear ty themed food or a drink or two. Get those
Union Jack flags at the ready to wave in the steam train before your
10 mile round trip.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Lymington
Seafood Festival
15–17 July, Bath Road Park,
Lymington (IW)
This annual culinary celebration
showcases the very best in
the New Forest and south
coast ar tisan food and drink.
Sample local seafood and fish
produce prepared by chefs in
demonstration kitchens as they
share their stunning techniques
and recipes. Enjoy delicious
craft beer, sparkling wines and
boutique gin. Live bands provide
the musical accompaniment to
this unique food festival.
lymingtonseafoodfestival.co.uk

Real Ale Train
16 July, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)
It’s full steam ahead for the
Real Ale Train! With bars open
along the line, board the train
and stop off at each station to
sample a selection of national
and local brews. Finish up at
Havenstreet for live music and
of course more beer!
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Rhythmtree Festival
8–10 July, Shalfleet (IW)
Belatedly celebrating its 10th anniversary, the Rhythmtree Festival
is widely regarded as the Isle of Wight’s most eclectic and original
music fest – and this year is moving to a new location at Sticelett
Farm, Thorness Bay. Enjoy the vibrant music, relaxed atmosphere
and family-friendly vibes. Rhythmtree prides itself on its inclusivity,
offering all visitors of all ages and backgrounds the oppor tunity to
enjoy great music in beautiful surroundings.
rhythmtree.co.uk

Ventnor Fringe Festival
22–31 July, Ventnor (IW)
Ventnor Fringe Festival brings together a rich, varied and eclectic
blend of Ar ts and Culture in performance. Launched back in
2010, the festival has developed and represents one of the Isle of
Wight’s cultural highlights, presenting a programme of live acts and
performances spanning theatre, comedy, cabaret, music and special
one-off screenings. The Ventnor Fringe remains proudly independent
in spirit and accessible to all, returning with a vibrant programme of
events this summer.
vfringe.co.uk

New Forest & Hampshire County Show
26–28 July, Brockenhurst (Mainland)
The quintessential agricultural show!
Three days of show jumping, displays
and livestock competitions including
cattle and sheep, poultry section,
rabbits, cage birds, and even
honey bees. Wander around the
tradestands, where you can pick
up treats for your dogs, equipment
for your horses, clothes and
accessories, homeware and delicious
food and drink from local producers!
newforestshow.co.uk

Isle of Wight Symphony Orchestra:
Saturday Night is Music Night
9 July, Medina Theatre (IW)
The last event of the Isle of Wight
Symphony Orchestra’s season,
this extravaganza features a
host of orchestral favourites,
plus some less familiar work.
Will Doyle will be giving the
premiere of Jacob’s Fantasia for
Euphonium and there will also
be a performance of The Glorious
Garden – the char t topping
collaboration between Debbie
Wiseman and Alan Titchmarsh.
TH I S E VE NT I S PROU DLY S PON SORE D BY WIG HTLI N K
medinatheatre.co.uk
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Brainiac LIVE
22 July–28 August
(selected dates),
Robin Hill (IW)
The explosive show featuring all
the things you’re not allowed to
try at home is back with bigger
bangs, more whacky experiments
and equally crazy Brainiacs!
robin-hill.com

Summer is Coming
Cinema Nights
26 July–23 August,
Tapnell Farm Park (IW)
Every Tuesday evening during
the summer holidays visit Tapnell
Farm for their cinema nights.
Grab the popcorn and settle
in for a night of movie magic!
tapnellfarm.com

WHAT’S ON
—

Summer Concert
30 July, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)
Enjoy a summers evening at the
Railway as the Island’s Symphony
Orchestra take over for the
evening. Bring a blanket or
pop-up chair as you settle on
the main events field for an
evening of exquisite music. Pack
a picnic or enjoy something from
one of the onsite refreshment outlets.
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Wight Wave
Beach Fest

Jack Up Summer Party

30–31 July,
Appley Beach, Ryde (IW)

Cowes Week
30 July–5 August,
Cowes (IW)
Playing a key role in the British
spor ting calendar and on
the UK’s longest running and
successful events of its kind,
Cowes Week now boasts up to
40 daily races for 1,000 boats
and is one of the largest sailing
regattas in the world. With
8,500 sailing competitors of all
levels, a unique atmosphere and
a huge range of enter tainment.
cowesweek.co.uk

The Wight Wave Beach Fest is a
collection of adrenaline-charged
spor ts competitions, blended
together with an eclectic and
laid-back mix of quality music
and locally-sourced food and
drink. Including activities such as
beach volleyball, soccer, running,
foot-volley, tennis, rugby,
paddleboard racing and open
water life-saving competitions,
this is a family-friendly fun
festival not to be missed.
wightwave.co.uk/beach-fest

16–21 August, Northwood House (IW)

30 July, Isle of Wight
Airport Sandown (IW)
Following the success of the last
year’s event, Warrior Festival
returns to the Isle of Wight
Airpor t at Sandown for another
year. Raising vital funds for The
Wight Brainy Bunch, a charity that
provides suppor t and financial
assistance to local families affected
by brain tumours, this is a family-friendly
festival, with live music from a whole host of local Island bands plus
an array of food options and bars.
warriorfestiow.uk

Chale Show
6–7 August, Chale (IW)
Grown from a small scale village
show, this traditional country
show now attracts thousands
of visitors and guests. Enjoy a
wide selection of delicious local
produce, fascinating displays and
presentations, craft stalls, rides
and a great community atmosphere.
thechaleshow.co.uk

In 2022 Jack Up Events will be spreading the fun with a feast of retro
music events taking place throughout the year including a boutique
Jack Up Summer Par ty at their new farm site in Ryde. A fun-filled
family-friendly celebration of popular music from the 80s and 90s
featuring a variety of top tribute acts from George Michael and Tom
Jones to help bring back the good times.
jackupthesummer.co.uk

Wight Proms

Warrior Festival

AUGUST

13–14 August, Retro Staycations, Ryde (IW)

The massively popular annual festival celebrating classical music,
musical theatre and live comedy returns to glorious Nor thwood
House. Celebrating its 5th bir thday, the festival will extend to six
days this year, culminating in its spectacular finale – the ‘Last Wight
of the Proms’ – featuring G4 on Sunday evening. There’s also two
brand new shows to look forward too – the award-winning liveaction Horrible Histories on Tuesday 16 August, which is followed by
Isle of Pride on the Wednesday, which will see drag queen stars from
RuPaul’s Drag Race UK sashay into Cowes.
wightproms.co.uk

Isle of Wight
Garlic Festival
20–21 August, Fighting
Cocks Crossroad (IW)
The famous Isle of Wight
Garlic Festival returns with
live music, children’s activities
and lots of garlic! Playing host
to star chefs, musicians, local
charities and businesses and
more from far and wide, the festival
is a celebration of wonderful local
produce. Sample garlicky goodies such as
ice cream and garlic beer and get culinary
inspiration in the Theatre Kitchen.
garlicfestival.co.uk

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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SEPTEMBER
Jack Up the 60s
10 September,
Shanklin Theatre (IW)

Island Steam Fair
26–29 August, Isle of Wight
Steam Railway (IW)
The family-friendly bank holiday event of 2022! The Island Steam
Fair is back for another action-packed year. Enjoy a vast collection
of vintage transpor t, traditional fairground, live enter tainment, plus
majestic steam trains running along the line. Little ones will love
playing traditional games such as coconut shys and hook the duck as
well as a ride on the steam-powered gallopers, perfect for big kids
too. Hungry? Refuel at one of the onsite refreshment kiosks or cool
down with an ice cream, plus there’s even a real ale bar!
iwsteamrailway.co.uk

Isle of Wight International Scooter Rally

Wolverton Manor
Garden Fair
3– 4 September,
Wolverton Manor (IW)

Owing to very popular demand,
Jack Up Events are bringing
back the good times with a
very special ‘Jack Up The 60s’
evening at Shanklin Theatre.
Multi-talented five-piece
band The Zoots will bring the
unforgettable sounds of the
iconic decade to life, taking
audiences on both a visual and
musical journey. This is THE
60s show that’s been wowing
audiences around the world!
shanklintheatre.com

This special two day event hosts
over 140 Island and mainland
nurseries, garden and craft stalls.
With live music, classic motor
vehicle displays, farmers
produce markets, street food
stands, outdoor activities and
even dancing displays, there’s
plenty to enter tain visitors!
gardenfair.org.uk

26–29 August, Various locations (IW)
The world famous Isle of Wight
Scooter Rally hosts up to
5,000 riders of classic
scooters, heading mostly
to the coastal towns of
Ryde and Sandown.
With an Island-wide
‘ride out’ on the Sunday.
scooterevents.co.uk

Ticket to Ryde
27–28 August, Ryde (IW)
This free community event is par t
of the International Scooter Rally and
blends local Isle of Wight talent and well-established bands and
soloists on stage, visitors can treat themselves to hot food, fantastic
real ales and plenty of gift, memorabilia and music stalls to check out.
With a great range of kids’ activities to keep every family happy.
facebook.com/TicketToRyde

AJ Bell Tour of Britain
11 September, Various locations (IW)
The Isle of Wight will host the AJ Bell Tour of Britain for the first time
ever when the 18th edition of the race finishes on the Island. The
Tour will see over 120 professional cyclists compete over eight stages
starting at Aberdeen and working their way down the country through
Nottinghamshire, to the Isle of Wight. This is a fantastic opportunity to
see some of the biggest names race on the Island’s roads.
tourofbritain.co.uk

The Awakening Festival
24–25 September,
Northwood House (IW)

Victorious Festival
26–28 August, Southsea (Mainland)
Based on the coast in beautiful sunny Southsea, Victorious is a great
family-friendly music festival by the sea. Now well-established and
always boasting a top line up of acts – which this year includes
Stereophonics, Paolo Nutini and Sam Fender – there’s also food and
drink stalls onsite, all in a stunning setting by the Solent.
victoriousfestival.co.uk
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Focusing on well-being,
self-care and conscious
living, The Awakening
Festival returns for 2022.
Expect a full weekend’s
programme of events,
workshops and active
sessions, including healing
and meditation technqiues.
There will be many holistic
treatments and practices on offer
from massages and yoga, to reflexology and
reiki, as well as tarot readings and astrology
consultations. A real treat for body and mind!
awakeningfestival.co.uk

Travel Information
Download the Wightlink app
Book and Manage Your Trip
View your bookings and get your e-ticket for
quick check-in. Amend or cancel your booking.
Get directions to the por t.

Available from the Apple App Store
and Google Play or download at

wightlink.co.uk/app

Check Sailing Status
Use our real time sailing status function to check
that ferries are running on time. Check vessel
positions on our live maps.

Check Timetables
Check ferry times with our live timetable look-up.

Digital Ticket Passes
Season Ticket and Multilink Pass holders can view
their pass, show the QR Code at check-in and keep
track on how many trips they have remaining. You can
now also top-up within the app.

Ask Wightlink
Ask your voice-enabled device – Alexa, Google Home
or your Android phone – when the next ferry is sailing
or if your service is running on time.

wightlink.co.uk/voice-assistant

MyLink

GET LIV
T I M E TA E
BLES
ON

Show your MyLink loyalty card in the app.

OUR AP
P

Contact us
Don’t forget, booking and amendments are free to
make yourself online.
If you need to speak to us on the phone about your
vehicle or foot passenger booking, our Contact Centre
team will be happy to help.
If you give us a call and need to make a booking or
make amendments to your ticket, you’ll be charged
a booking fee.

Visit wightlink.co.uk/contactus
or call the Contact Centre on
0333 999 7333
Our lines are open Monday to Friday, 09:00–18:00
and Saturday and Sunday, 09:00–17:00.
During bank holidays, school holidays and festival
periods, our Contact Centre can experience a high
volume of calls.

Business Customers
Visit our Business Hub at wightlink.co.uk/business
where our dedicated and managed service will make
sure your business needs are met.

WIGHTLINK.CO.UK
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Useful numbers
E M E RG E N CY
S E RV I C E S
For urgent police,
ambulance, fire or
coastguard services,
call 999 or 112.
H E A LTH S E RV I C E S
For non-emergency medical
matters, call NHS 111.
St Mary’s Hospital
01983 822099
iow.nhs.uk
D E NTA L TRE ATM E NT
For emergency dental
treatment, 08:30–21:30
call NHS 111

G E T TI N G A ROU N D

LE I S U RE C E NTRE S

B RE A K DOW N COV E R

Wightlink
0333 999 7333
wightlink.co.uk

1Leisure
Medina, Newport
01983 823882

Stag Lane Motors
01983 522443
staglane-motors.co.uk

Island Line
0345 6000 650
southwesternrailway.com

The Heights, Lake
01983 823881

Bartletts Service Station
01983 865338
bartlettsservicestation.co.uk

Travelling between Ryde Pier
Head and Shanklin, calling at
Brading, Sandown and Lake.
Southern Vectis
0330 0539 182
islandbuses.info
Routes designed to help
visitors enjoy the Island.

Westridge, Ryde
01983 823883
1leisure.co.uk

James Garage Services
01983 521010
jamesgarageservices.co.uk

West Wight
Sports Centre
Freshwater
01983 752168
westwight.org.uk

Visitor information
Visitor Information Centre
The Guildhall, High Street
Newport, PO30 1TY
01983 521555

EAST
Vernon Cottage
1 Eastcliff Road,
Shanklin, PO37 6AA

Dimbola
Museum & Galleries
Terrace Lane,
Freshwater Bay, PO40 9QE

For winter opening please
check our Facebook page:

Brading Railway Station
Station Road,
Brading, PO36 0DY

Brighstone Village Shop
Main Road,
Brighstone, PO30 4AH

The Holiday Shop
37 High Street,
Sandown, PO36 8DE

NORTH

/IWTravelAmbassadors
NORTH EAST
Ryde Bus Station
Ryde Esplanade,
Ryde, PO33 2DY
IW Steam Railway
Havenstreet, PO33 4DS
Bembridge
Community Library
Church Road,
Bembridge, PO35 5NA

SOUTH
Seasons Newsagents
8-10 High Street,
Ventnor, PO38 1RY
WEST
Yarmouth Harbour Office
The Quay,
Yarmouth, PO41 0NT

Valu-4-u
25 Castle Street,
East Cowes, PO32 6RD
Aqua Marine Gifts
37 Cross Street,
Cowes, PO31 7TA
CENTRAL
Quay Arts Centre
15 Sea Street,
Newport, PO30 5BD

Newtown is great spot for a cycle in the sunshine.
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Visiting the

Isle of Wight?

=

CHAR AC TE R IN N S
• Same Day Online Booking • Table Service • Family Friendly • CAMRA Real Ales

THE BUGLE INN Yarmouth

THE CRAB & LOBSTER Bembridge

THE BUDDLE INN Niton

THE SUN INN Hulverstone

THE KINGS HEAD Yarmouth

CAULKHEADS Sandown

Enjoy up to…

30% OFF
YOUR BILL!
*

characterinnsiow

Download our App and use your
“Passport” to visit our pubs and
save throughout your journey!
SCAN QR
CODE TO
DOWNLOAD
*FOR TERMS & CONDITIONS PLEASE SEE WEBSITE

character.inns

www.characterinns.co.uk

Registered Charity No. 1153254
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RESCUE CENTRE

Daily Keeper talks Picnic & play areas Kids’ trails & activity book
Reptile Lodge Awesome free app Cafe & gift shop

SAY HE
LLO TO THE OWLS

@monkey_haven
/monkeyhaven

@monkeyIOW
FREE WIFI

Staplers Road, Newport PO30 2NB (just 5 minutes from Newport) Tel 01983 530885

